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, Concress, Ist SESSION. 


: | a Pe ES > Ee Re RO OR aL ee ee 
e 1 uw to getup an anti-l rvention amend- 
a Laughter. } It would be a decided 
rf 1, and Lam opposed to intervention 
' trovernment of the United States with 
wwers. lL voted against the amendment 
ntleman from Ohio, [Mr. Carrrer, 
—" j thought it improper and out of plac e, 
ise LT am in favor of intervention. 
- : ot a case of intervention at all. If 
ws ersv did intervene in the affairs of Spai 
| to Cuba, the crime is at an end in nN 
nf the pardon of the (lueen of Spain, 
the edo not 1 t rvene in the atiuirs of foreign 
he by voling money te bring them home 
es ut the gentleman from Ohio | Mr. Carr- 
“g d that these men weve punishable under 
a laws. ‘l'ake it for granted that they 
a CH AIRMAN. The Chair would surgvest 
as tleman. that he must confine his remarks 
% sown amendment. 
101 | Vy. EVANS. ‘Take tt for granted, that these 


1 


table by ourown laws, still you 


they are 


null 


; sesh i 
it them to punish them, unti 








MN, ( jt back to this country. ‘That is the only 
e hich you ean enforce the laws. The 
® { i mon y is not an act of interven- 
: | frairs of Spain at all, and for that rea- 
nee ed to the amendment of the cen- 

: i | om Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] which has been 

: , the are miserable misguided men: 

: ral Vv yo ne men; they are IneXpe ri- 

Ee the CHAIRMAN. ‘The Chair calls the gcen- 
oad to order. ‘ihe general merits of the bill 

a ‘ lot NOW before the committee. 
aa Mr. EVANS. IL am showing why the Presi- 
ee should not send a ship-of-war after these per- 
a 3 ; | say that these are very young and mis- 

er £ ed men: many of them—most of them have 
_ ed at years of discretion, and they are 

ba . therefore, to be judged by too rigid rules, and 

b : nly, every dictate of hum lity, and every 
that can properly prompt the human 
fh mid lead us to vote this appropriation to 

rh r them back to their families and friends. 

2 Mr. SAVAGE. I wish to speak in opposition 
am umendment. [ think that a ship-of-war 
the o vit to be sent after these unfortunate men. | 

oo k so, not only from my understanding of the 

es of humanity, which should control all 
Lrovernments, but | think it ought to be done in 


Mn) USI t . . ' 
nn weordance with a precedent which has been es- 


livid lished by this Government, and which I had 
bunate honor of opposing—if it be an honor. We 
aay i ship-of-war to a foreign country to bring 
_ era man and his associates, who were engaged 
rtuaart i cause Which [ cannot distinguish from the one 
= which these persons were engaged. I allude 
eg he ship-of-war which was sent for the Hun- 
by Mm garian exiles, who have had the honor of being 
M 18, 10 \ transported to this country from an imprisonment 
sa not so degrading, or so confining, or so necessi- 
r to tous as the one which has overwhelmed these un- 
ey ‘tunate eltizens of ours. 
ao l think, too, that this Government is to a great 
we extent responsible for the unfortunate predicament 
viola in which these men are now placed. ‘This Gov- 


ment chose to interfere originally in this scheme, 
a and | believe that if it had remained quiet and had 
He did lol given its countenance against these men who 
mittee Were endeavoring to uproot thé tyranny which 
oppressing Cuba, they would to-day, instead 
eng condemned as pirates and imprisoned by 
reign power, have been the liberators of a State 
the founders of a Republic. 
Here the hammer fell.] 

_ “ir. ORR. I desire to inquire of the gentleman 
‘rom Ohio, [Mr. Campsex.,| how he voted upon 
‘resolution to bring Kossuth to this country? 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I will answer the question 

‘ih great pleasure. 

the CHAIRMAN. 
ivy to be out of order. 

Mr. ORR. I have the record here, and the gen- 
nan voted in the affirmative. 
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Mr. CAMPBELL, (in h ut L \ 
required no appropriation of money. 
Mr. EVANS ask eave to withdraw | 


Mr. JOHN W. HOWE objected. 
And the questiol ( } | el 


i 
was rejected. 

Mr. BAYLY moved t the committee 1 
and report the bill to the Louse as ame 


The motion was agreed to. 

‘The committeea ( rai VY rose,i 1 the > k ! 
havin r resuni d the chau * the chairma 
committee reported that the C ni 


Whole on the state of the Unio head id t 


Union generally under consideration, and partie 
larly House bill No. 63, **f t} clief of e 
American citizens late y imprisone land pardoned 
by the Que n of Spain,’’ and had dire | ) 
report lie Same to e HH rt with two ud 
ments, in Which he asked the coneurrence of th 


Louse. 


Nir BAYLY, Ll desire to say son 


avainst one of the amendments, but I w not d 
it now, as | am anxious r ihe oul to pa \ 
form The second amendme t, reported 
Committee of the Whole on th state o ie t 
is, however, entirely unnecessary, and | 
Hiouse Wil not avree t it. J how ¢ i 
previous que stion. 

The previous question was seconded 


main que sluon ordered. 
The SPEAKER stated the first que 
on concurring in the amendment of the Conim 
tee of the Whole on the st p 
+} } ‘ 
the blank with the 
The question wa then put, and it was ; eed 
wt ‘ 
to. So the House concurred in the ame 
The SPEAKER stated the next question t be 
on concurring im the amendm } 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, to | 


4} | 1} «] ; 1! 
to the Olli the followin 


Provided, That nothing inthisact shalll 
an approbation of au rference in the dom vila 
of Cuba, by any of th tizens of the United Sta 

Mr. STANLY called for the yea i \ 
and they were ordered. 

Mr. STANLY. ‘There are some k mem 





bers—sick upon the su ‘tof intervention, Whom 
l want to hear, and I therefore move that the 
Llouse do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to, and the House ac 


cordingly adjouraed until twelve o’clock to-mio1 
row. 


NOTICES OF BILLS 

By Mr. HENN: A biil for the laying off of the town ol 
Kanesville, lowa, and tor other purposes. 

Mr. CHANDLER gave notice that he should at the 
earliest day possible ask leave to introduce a bill author 
izing the repairs ol piers at Port Penn, and the construction 
of a shelter tor vessels at Reedy Island, la the Delawas 
river. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN gave notice, 
intention to introduce a bill to authorize the issue of aris, 
ammunition, and equipments, at the discretion of the per 
retary of War, upon the requisition of the Governor ot the 
Territory of New Mexico, ior the purpose of arming the 
militia, volunieers, rangers, aud Pueblo Indians of said 
‘Territory. 


under the ruie, of is 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and reterred to the appropriate comtuittces 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts : The petition of James 
Reed aud others, citizens of Boston, that the expenses and 
charges attendant upon the exhibition of American goods 
at the World’s Fair may be reimbursed. 

By Mr. KURTZ : The petition of George P. Welsh and 
Clark H. Wells, passed midshipmen in the United Stat 
Navy, asking for masters’ pay during the time they per 
formed the duties of lieutenants, uuder the circumstan 
set forth in their petition. 

sy Mr. PRICE: The petition of Henry 
E. B. Titsworth, Isaac Webster, and other citizens of New 
Jersey, representing that they consider the iniportation of 


intoxicating liquors into this country a source of great evil, 


aud pray the enactment of 
importation of such liquors. 
By Mr. WALLACE: 
South Carolina, widow of Joseph Gaston, praying that t 
invalid pension granted to Ler husband in his lifetime, mia 
be also granted to her 
By Mr. ASHE: The petition of R. 


a law prohibiting eutirels 


Morisy, H. Currie 


CO ee eae we ee 


A. H. Martin, 


‘The petition of Jane Gaston, of 
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Also, the memorial of citizens of Philadelphia, ! 


praying an appropriation for the erection of har- 
bors and breakwaters in the Delaware; which was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. CLARKE presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of Rhode Island, against restoring cor- 
poral punishment in the Navy, and in favor of 
abolishing the spirit ration in that service. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs and printed. 

Mr. FISH presented a petition of journeymen 
cigar makers of Ogdensburg, New York, praying 
ah increase of the duty on imported cigars; which 
was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BORLAND presented a petition of citizens 
of Arkansas, praying the establishment of a mail 
rout from Boonsville to Fort Smith; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Loads. 


Mr. GWIN presented a resolution of the Le- 
gislature of California, recommending the payment 
of a debt incurred by the City of Sacramento in 
providing for the sick, and the burial of deceased 
emigrants, who arrived in that city. 

Ordered, Thatit lie on the table and be printed. 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented a memorial of the 
Mayorand Common Council of the city of Chicago, 
illinois, asking permission to make an alteration 
in the Chicago river, for the improvement of the 
harbor at fhat place; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. FISH submitted an extract of a letter from 
an officer of the Army, stationed in New Mexico, 
showing the inadequacy of his pay to defray the 
expenses of his board; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. STOCKTON presented the memorial of 
J. M. Browne, praying that bounty land may be 
allowed to the volunteer companies called out for 
the protection of the maritime frontier of New 
Jersey in the last war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 


On motion by Mr. MILLER, it was 


Ordered, That the memorial of inhabitants of Little Egg 
Harbor, on the files of the Senate, relating to the improve 
ment of that harbor; and the memorial of the townships of 
Ocean and Shrewsbury, New Jersey, on the files of the 
Senate, relating to the improvement of the Shrewsbury 
river, be referred tothe Committee on Commerce. 


On motion by Mr. DOWNS, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the first regiment of 
Louisiana volunteers, on the files of the Senate, be referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, of Iowa, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of Sally Bass, heir of Charies 
Past deceased, on the files of the Senate, be referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. WADE, from the Committee of Claims, to 
which was referred the petition of Sarah Flinn, 
submitted a report, accompanied by a bill for her 
relief, 

The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 


He also, from the some committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of David Osburn, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read and 
passed to the second reading. 

Hie also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of C. H. Blood, reported 
‘‘thatthe prayer of the petition ought not to be 
granted.”’ 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill making an appropriation, in 
yart, for the erection of the light-house on Sand 
Key, Florida; which was read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. H. Lask the attention of the Senate for 
one moment in relation to this bill. It will be no- 
ticed that it makes an appropriation of $5,000 for 
the completion of the light-house on Sand Key, 
in Florida, Itis not a sum sufficient to complete 
that light-house; but there is now a cargo of iron 
lying ima vessel at that place, and there is no 
money under the control of the Department to pay 
for freight and chargesupon it. The Government 
is consequently liable to a certain daily sum as 
demurrage; and I hope, therefore, that this bill 
may be passed at this time. 

By unanimous consent the bill was read a sec- 
ond time, considered as in Committee of the 


| nied by a bill for her relief. 


\ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


; 
W hole, reported to the Senate, and ordered to be | 
engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. JAMES, from the Committee on Revolu- | 
tionary Claims, to which was referred the memo- | 
rial of Jane Irwin, submitted a report, accompa- | 


The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. 

Mr. DOWNS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to which was referred the petition 
of George Jennings and others, submitted a report, | 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of Thomas D. 
Jennings. 

The bill was read and passed to the second 
reading. 

Ordered, That the report be printed. | 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, from the Commit- 
tee on Commerce, to which was referred the peti- 
tion of John McReynolds, of Detroit, reperted a 
bill for his relief; which was read and passed to 
the second reading. 

BILLS INTRODUCED. 

Mr.. McRAE, agreeably to previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill enti- | 
tled ** An act to repeal the proviso in the act of | 
Congress entitled ‘ An act making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 
1852, and for other purposes,’approved March 3, | 
1851, relating to the salaries of the officers of the 
Territories of the United States;’’ which was read 
a first and second time by its title, and referred to | 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BRADBURY, agreeably to previous notice, | 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to alter 
and amend the judicial system of the United States; 
which was read a first and second time by its title, | 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. | 

Mr. BRADBURY said: As the subject is one | 
of ereat interest, | will state some of the most im- | 
portant provisions of the bill at this time. 

It proposes to confer on the several district | 
courts of the United States the powers and juris- | 
diction now exercised by the circuit courts in 
their respective circuits. 

It proposes to create a court of appeals, con- 
sisting of the justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States assigned to the circuit where the 
court is held, and the judges of the several dis- | 
trict courts in such circuit. 

It proposes to give to these courts of appeal 
the jurisdiction of cases brought from the district 
courts, in the same manner they are now brought | 
therefrom to the Supreme Court. ; 

It proposes to authorize appeals and writs of 
error from the decisions of the courts of appeal, 
to the Supreme Court, in cases where the matter | 
in controversy exceeds $5,000, and when is drawn 
in question the constitutionality of a law of Con- | 
gress or of any State. It also makes provision for 
California and Oregon. 

Mr. FISH, agreeably to previous notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 
William Bedient, late a sergeant in the fourth regi- 
ment of artillery; which was read a first and sec- 


ond time by its title, and referred to the Committee | 


on Pensions. 
CUBAN PRISONERS IN SPAIN. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, its Clerk: 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 
passed a bill entitled * An act for the relief of American 
citizens lately imprisoned and pardoned by the Queen of 
Spain; in which it requests the concurrence of the Senate. 

MEXICAN INDEMNITY. 

A message was received from the House 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, its Clerk: 

Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have 
passed a bill providing for carrying into execution in fur- 
ther part the twelfth article of the treaty with Mexico, con- 


cluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo ; in which it requests the con- 
currence of the Senate. 


The bill was read a first and second time by its | 


title, and was referred to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


PAY OF OFFICERS IN NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. FISH submitted the following resolution 
for consideration; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on-Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the propriety of granting increased 


compensation to the officers of the army stationed in New | 


Mexico. 


The House of Representatives have | 


of | 





us a | Jan. 29, 


THE EXILED IRISH PATRIOTS 
The Senate resumed, as in Commitee .c. 
W hole, the consideration of the resolution ex, 

. ot - “7 Ares. 
sive of the sympathy of Congress for the Po s 
frish patriots, Smith O’Brien, Thomas F, Ma 
and their associates, vers 

An amendment was offered by Mr. 
which was read, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause, and inset: 
“That while we disclaim all intention of intert m ; 
any way in the internal affairs of the Kingdoy, of & a 
Britain and Ireland, we deem it our duty to Express. * 
respectful manner, our firm conviction that jt Would be 
highly gratifying to the people of the United Stajes ,. 
of whom are natives of lreland, and connected by by. 


SHIELDS, 


with the inhabitants of that country, to see Syjiy) 6) b : 
and his associates restored to liberty, and perinitted, j 
disposed, to emigrate to this country. We would pow, 
this act of clemency as a new proof of the friendly dics F 
tion of the British Government towards our Ry publi oa 
as calculated to strengthen the bonds of affection now! ‘ . 
pily existing between the people of the United States ., i 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Lrelayg. 
On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the resolp. 


tion be postponed to, and be the special order of thy 
for Thursday, the Sth of February next. 
REPORTS OF SENATE DEBATEs, 

The engrossed resolution for settling the ao. 
counts for reporting the debates and proceedings of 
Congress was read a third time and passed, 

SALLY T. FLOYD. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I now move that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of the quest 
upon the reconsideration of the bill for the reljet 
of Mrs. Sally T. Floyd. I would remark to thy 
Senate, that if the reconsideration takes place now, 
the bill can go among the orders of the day, an 
come up for consideration to-morrow. My objec 
is to restore the bill to its place on the Calendar, 
so that it can be taken up to-morrow, which 
private bill day. 

The PRESIDENT. The motion, which lies 
on the table, is to reconsider the vote on the fina 
passage of the bill. The Senator from Kentucky 
moves to take up that motion for consideration. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The question then recurred on reconsidering the 
vote on the passaage of the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. [I think that perhaps the 
best plan to adopt would be to let the bill be re- 
considered and go upon the Calendar. In this 
way we shall defer whatever remarks any Senator 
may think proper to make until to-morrow. | 
hope that course will be adopted. 

‘he PRESIDENT. That cannot be. If the 
motion to reconsider be agreed to, the bill will come 
up upon its third reading. 

Mr. BADGER. Let the vote on the passag: 
of the bill be reconsidered, and then the bil! 
be postposed until to-morrow. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I adopt the suggestion 
of the Senator from North Carolina, and hope that 
the bill will be reconsidered and then postpon 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. BORLAND. I do not see any good reasor 
why we should reconsider this bill. It was 
troduced by the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Unperwoop,] and reported by myself from the 
Committee on Pensions. [ thought then, and the 
Committee on Pensions thought, and the Senate 
seemed to think, that it was a meritorious bil. 
We carried it through all its stages, [t was, 
passed. But it was arrested by a motion to re-’ 
consider. I suppose that on a motion to recol- 
sider, it is in order for me to say a few words as 
to the merits of the bill. 

The husband of Mrs. Floyd was a gallant and 
distinguished officer in the Army; he served | 
country long and faithfully. Owing to extraor 
dinary hardships and exposures, during & '00s 
and gallant service, he became diseased. His ser 


udy 


1on 


Q 


vices were highly valued by the Army and by th 
War Department. In order to enable him to r 
cover his health, if possible, and yet remain in the 
service, he was sent from post to post, as His 
medical advisers thought proper, in order to afford 
him an opportunity to recover, so that the Ai 
might not lose the advantage of his services. +" 
course was tried for a considerable time, wntil 4 
found that his health could not be restored so u u 
he could render efficient service; and although !* 
could have remained in the Army and continue 
to receive his pay, he preferred, on account 0! 1's 
ill-health, to leave the Army and retire to priva’ 
life. He did so: and, shortly afterwards, he 
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m saving a poor and helpless family. ‘The 

‘ : asa involved in this bill is to treat his 

Rh OX res. wes = if he had died in the service, and in con- 

le e€y ; diseases acquired while in the per- 
Meagher erence of his duties. That is its foundation, | 
. committee have considered it a meritori- | 


SHIELDs im. We have passed bills on this ground 
times; and I see no reason why, if the 


sert: seve ; already passed bills upon that princi- 


rlering _ eae reconsider this vote and arrest the 
ms oe of the bill, which, if passed now, might 
"whens the House of Re presentatives im time to be | 
ates, ma > ceed there at an early day. 
d by bj we UNDERW OOD. The gentleman from 
siieelh ciiana, (Mr. Bricur,] who made the motion to 
ie Jer, is not now in his seat, and that was the 
y disposi. » which induced me to suggest the postpone- 
public, a of this motion, and suffer it to lie over till 
States ' sa 0 . Ifthe Senate think proper to pursue 
aud.  aourse, Lhave no objection. But I wish to 
>a remark upon this bill, which f will t ake oc- 
the resotp ntomake now, and then I shall have washed 
of the day hands of it. J believe that the gentleman who 
sthe motion to reconsider, although I was not 
Rg. he Chamber at the time, seemed to intimate that 
> the ar. -was a strange bill to come from me; for | 


eedings of ed leave originally at this session to introduce 





ed. a bill. The history of the matter is simply this: 
Vy friend from Arkansas (Mr. Bort. anv] told 
that a constituent of mine, (Mrs. Floyd,) had 
that the ranting her a pension, passed at the last 
© questi N vssio of Congress, but which failed in the 
the relief a f Represent: itives. He said that, as a 
. K to t Ra of the Committee on Pensions, he would 
lace now, eoduce the bill, but as [ was the representative 
ny? Ke stucky, it might be better for me to introduce 
My « Believing that everything was right, and wish- 
Calendar, +9 serve a constituent, | asked leave to intro- 
Waica is dace t this bill, which had passed this body at the 
ession of Congress. It was introduced, re- 
vhich ae ved to the Committee on Pensions, reported 
nthe hina k and passed. 
Kentucky My position in regard to all these pension claims 
— is well known. 1 endeavored, during the last 
ler: Coneress, to bring back the action of this and the 
eri he 


- House, as far as L could, to the revolutionary 
Ina speech which I made then—to empty 
es for aucht I know, though I[ believe some 


bill be re- 
In th dirht or ten listened to me—I took up the pension 
Se : laws, from the foundation of the Government, and 
7 “enn gave a history of them, statute by statute, and 


row. | 
ewe showed the changes which had taken place; and | 


endeavored to wet the Senate back to the original 


e. Wt t established by our revolutionary fathers, and 
et et clear of the latitudinous legislation, by which 
ih lost every body who appes als to our sy mpath y 
a sputupon the Treasury for a support, I found it 
=e eauselesstask. I have labored for that object 
aia Tamtired. But I can say, without reference 


— z : 10 this principle, that the c ase of Mrs. Floyd is 


ee e meritorious, in my estimation, than the eases 
— f soldiers who die of cholera—a disease which 

es off everybod y—when their widows are put 
ras mn the pension rolls. 


rhe. Itmay be a technical objection to this bill that 


»} , 

yi tl Colonel f° loyd did not die in the service. But it 
aoe Was honor able to him that he resigned when he 
the Senate Was unable to render service; whereas he might | 
rious _ vagrsetams ad in the service, and secured his pay | 
a ul the day of his death, and a pension to his | 
ied amily, if he had not resigned. I look upon this | 
» to recon- ‘aim as a much more mer itorious one than many 

: eeade which we have established by precedent; and, | 


therefore, while Congress is disposed to act and 
eislate upon the lat itudinous positions which they 
have assumed in reference to pensions, | am for 


allant a 


served | t 
amnion eating all alike. While you have set such an | 
ay ‘ample as you did in the case of the children of | 


is ‘soldier the other day, to whom you granted a 
pension; while you had repealed the ver y law ‘he 








ind by u ¥ 
him to1 lich their ancestor would have been entitled to 
sain in t meive a pension, and when you grant pensions 
st, as his ‘ idows whose husbands die of cholera, surely | 
r to afford " ny ‘on to grant this pension. 
the Ar : -CLARKE. I have no objection to the 
‘ces. This none this bill. I have never, since I have 
e, until | pe , a honor of a seat on this floor, voted against 
red so th ace ctof clemency or charity or mercy. But the | 
though a te will recollect that some week or ten days 
continued " e, there was a case before them which, in my 
ount of his rrp le opinion, ay ppealed as strongly as any case, 
to privat a strongly as the case recommended by my 
wards, he Mi rable friend from Kentucky. I recollect very 

e 


that he then objected to it, ‘because it involved | 
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a principle which did not come within the pro 
vision of the general law. I wish to say now, 
that | have no disposition to return discourtesy. | 
hope that this bill will pass. I voted the other day 
for the bill, to which the Senator has alluded, 
granting a pension to the children of Captain Ca- 
pron, and | shall be very glad to give this bill my 
support. But 1 hope that, if the bill to which | 
have alluded, and in which | feel an interest, should 
come before us again on a ‘motion to reconsider, 
the Senator from Kentucky will reciprocate my 
courtesy, and vote with me in favor of the bill, as 
an act of mercy and of justice to those who are de- 
prived of the means of subsiste nee and suppert in 
consequence of the death of those on w hom they 
depended, in the service of their country. 

Mr. BORLAND. l do hope that this bill will 
not be reconsidered; and [ wish to say to the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky, that lam glad to hear him 
say he is opposed to latitudinous legislation. | 
will go with him most heartily to arrest the prin- 
ciple of latitudinous legislation; but I hope he 
will not begin his system upon the widow and 
orphans of a gallant soldier who lost his life by 
reason of his deyotion to his ¢ ountry *s service. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I have ulread y said that 
1 consider this case as more 
many others. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. My colleague, : 
Brieut,| | believe, made this motion to recon- 
sider. 

The PRESIDENT. He did. 

Mr. WHITCOMB. He is now absent on 
account of indisposition, and | hope the Senate 
will suifer this motion to lie over unul he appears. 
| know not what his views are in relation to the 
bill, but I ask this as a matter of courtesy and 
justice to him. 1 move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider on the table 

Mr. BELL. Will the Senator from Indiana 
allow me to make a remark ? 

Mr. WHITCOMB. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. BELL. I believe that I introduced ori- 
ginally the memorial upon which this bill is found 


meritorious than 


ed. lL have not thought proper to interpose any 
remarks of my own in relation to this sul : 
but | wish to say a word, as | think the Senate is 


disposed to lay this motion on the table, to await 
the attendance of the honorable 
moved the reconsideration on Friday last. | 
moved to take this motion from the table. IL sug- 
gested that, in my opinion, it came up in proper 
order among the private bills. 1 considered that 
it was the very first question on the docket of 
private bills. ‘The President decided otherwise. 
{ think, with great respect, that he was in error. 
It was a bill which had passed its third reading, 
and was finally passed, and a motion was then 
mi ve to rec onside oT. | therefore think it was prop- 
erly on the Private Calendar. 

The PRESIDENT. It was laid on the table. 

Mr. BELL. Now that this bill is up for con- 
sideration, | would suggest that it be placed on 
the Calendar for to-morrow, so that it may then 
come up in proper order. I propose that it be laid 
over until to-morrow, and then I shall have no 
objection to the motion to reconsider being adopt- 
ed, and the bill being considered over again; and 
then, if there is further debate, | shall beg leave to 
offer a few remarks. 

L think that there is a principle involved in this 
bill—a principle on which we have acted in many 
ways heretofore. 1 am prepared to go with the 
Senate, however, if they shall see fit to curtail the 
latitude with which many of these claims have 
been allowed. But if the Senate should not so 
decide, I shall as strenuously contend that this is 
as meritorious a case as m: ny others they have 
passed on full consideration. I trust that the 
course which I have suggested will be taken. | 
hope the bill will lie over untl to-morrow. As I 
understand, it was not strictly in order to move 
to take up this motion this morning 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly it was. 

Mr. BELL. 1 beg pardon of the Chair. If it 
was in order this morning, 


Senator who 





consent of the Senator from Indiana, that the bill 
be postponed until to-morrow morning, 

The PRESIDENT. 
received. ‘The Senator from Tennessee does not 
seem to understand the position of the bill. It 


} 


was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and actually passed; then 


then it will be in order 
any other morning; and I will move, with. the 


That motion cannot be 


i motion was made to reconsider the vote on the 
and that motion was laid 
on the table. It was not on the Calendar, but it 


hnal passage of the bill: 


lies on the table: und the motion to take up 
the motion to reconsider was made this morning 
That motion must first be made before anything 
else will be in order. 

Mr. BELL 


W ith great deference to the Chair, 


I think that if it is laid on the table , it requires a 
motion to take lt up. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly it d 

Mr Bb kK A i now understand that thas been 
taken up, ait I therefore move to postpone it till 
to-morrow. 

The PRESIDENT. The proper motion would 
be to mm pone the further ear aera mot the 
motron to r consider till t morroy 

Mr. SELL. That Is my motion, sir 

My. MANGUM. lL hope the motion will not 
pl vail; and I hope the question will be taken at 
ones I trust that the Senate will refuse to reco! 
sider the vote on the passage of this bill From 


the statements that have been made in relation to 
it, | am satisfied that it is altogether proper. 
The motion to postpone was not agreed to. 
So the brill Is passed, 
THE COMPROMISE MEASURES. 
The Senate then resumed the consideration of 


submitted by Mr. Foorr, of Mis 


ring the compromiuse’*measures to be 


the resolution, 
Sippl, decla 


a definitive Settiement ot the questions rrowinge 


out of the system of American ; very 

Mr. McRAE addressed tl Senat it some 
length u on this question, and in opposition t 1e 
resolutio Without concluding, he gave way to 
a motion that the Senate 


1 «] ; 
And the Senate adjow 
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Tuurspay, January 29, 1852 


rhe House met t twelve o’clo cf Praver 
by the Rev. ¢ Bes LER, Chaplain tothe Senat 
Pio Seiaatieliad senile was read Mm approved 


Mr. McLANAHAN. I havea very important 


bill which | am instructed by the Comn 


} et i 
the Judiciary to report to the House. Lask the 
unanimous con ent « f the Flouse to present t Laat 
report now, order that it may be printed. Iw 
state that it is a bill to rerulate fees in the « 
and district courts of the United States. 

The SPEAKER. The first ISINeSS IN ort 
is the unfinished business of yesterday, being the 
bill for the relhef of the Cuban prisoner 


Mr. OLDS. Lea ’ rular ordet 
Mr. SEYMOI R. of New York. I ask that 


committees may be called for repor 

The SPEAKER. That will be the first business 
in order after the unfinished business of yesterday 
is disposed of. ; 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I desire to inquire of the 
Chair if there is not a special order for to day, 
which will preclude the call for reports of com- 
mittees ° 

The SPEAKER. Thereis a special order, but 
that is for the Committee of the Who 
state of the Union. The tien if Penn- 
sylvania (Mr. McLanauan] wi present his re- 
ee no objection. 

Mr. SEYMOU R. 1 object. 

Mr. In ES, Tennessee. I ask that the 


House do now death to the consideration of the 
unfinished business of yesterday. 

Mr. SEY MOUR. L move th it the committees 
be called for re ports, The « ul will cupy out a 
short time, and it will much advance 
of the House. 


JUSINESS 


CUBAN PRISONERS. 


The SPEAKER. That motion is not in order 
untit the unfinished business ts disposed of. The 
unfinished business is the following bill, viz: 

For the relief of American citizens lately imprisoned and 


pardoned by the Queen of Spain. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in ¢ mMeress ssern 


That there be, and hereby is, appropriated the sum of 


dollars, er so much thereof as may be necessary. out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated. for the 
relief of American citizens lately imprisoned and pardoned 
by the Queen of Spain, and who are out the hats of the 
United State s, the same to be expended under the direction 


of the President of the United States. 


The question immediate by pending is upon con- 
curring with the Committee of the Whole on the 


al 


ceric asad 











































































































gt i UTnicn tn the following amendment. 
‘ m the veas and nays have bee 
Chat nothing m thisa ball be construed into 

ot any interierenee in the domestic aflair 

of ¢ of the citizens of the United State 
110n was taken, and there were—ve 
i \ ji: as fo} IWS: 
= 

VA \ “rs. Abererombie, Chales Allen, Allison, 
Willien Appleton, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, Briggs, 
| I Vibert G. Brown, George HUH. Brown, Beeb, Bur 
row ib. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Lewis D. Campbell, 
/ pprson iphell, Cartter, Chandler, Chastain, Church 
well, Cottman, Daniel, Diramick, Dockery, Dunean, Dur 
hee, Edgerton, Eyanes Iwing, Fowler, Gentry, Giddings, 
Coodrich, Grow, Hall, Harper, Hascall, Haven, Hillyer, 
Horstord, John W. Howe, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Jen 
kins, Andrew Johnson, James Jolinson, Jolin Johbuson, 
Daniel I’. Jones,George W. Sones, George G. King, Kubn 
Ls ut, Martin, Mason, McLanahan, Meacham, Miner, 
ia itenry D. Moore, Newton, Olds, Outlaw, Andres 
Parl Porter, Sackett, Sch sodas Sadaaieinnaian Seud 
vid Seymour, Smart, Smith, Staniv, Beffjami 


nton, Abraham P. Stevens, Alexander H. Stephen 
Pavior, Benjamin Fhonmpson, Thurston, Townshend, Tuck, 
vi le, Walbvidge, Wallace, Watkins, Welch, Alexander 
Wh Williams, Woodward, and Yates—91. 

NAY VMesers. Willis Allen, John Appl ton, Thoma 
Het lv, Bartlett, Beale, Bragg, Breckenridge, Brenton, 
Caskice, Cla Cobb, Coleock, Curti Dawson, Dean 
pot bane ii, Kastan, Bdoundson, Paulkner, Picklin, 
} j ace, Freeman, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gaylord, 
Gir ishiain ¢ + Harris, Sampson VV. Harris, Mart, Heu 
‘ Hi Hlibbard, Holladay, Houston, Howard, Ing 

HH, Ives, a ickson, \. Glaney Jones, Letcher, Mace, 
Hump Viarshall, McDonald, MeMutlin, McNair, Mill 
son, Murray, Nafiers, Orr, Peaslee, Phe ips, Price, Robbins, 
Robinson, Savage, Scurry, Origen &. Seymour, Skelton, 
I lerick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stone, St. Ma: 
in, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, George W. Thompsoi, 
Walsh, Ward, Wilcox, and Wildrick—71. 

So the House concurred in the amendment 

ihe bill as amended was then ordered to be en- 

' ed and read third time, and having been 
‘ ed it was read athird time; and the que 
tion wos “Shall the bill pass??? 

Mr. B AVL \ ( lfor the previou: question; 
which wa ecouded, and the main question 
ordered t ye rut 

Mr. HALG demanded the and nays, which 
were lered 

Ih m1 was then taken and there were— 

f 147, nays 22; as follows: 

LEA Mi Aiken, Willis Allen, John Appleton, 
\ lini Appleton, Babcock, Thomas H. Bayly, Barrere, 
Bartlett, | | sell, Dibighau Rocock, Bowie, Bowne, 
Bra Brox bridge, Brenton, Brigg Brook Albert G. 
i 1, GLH. Brown, Buell, Burrows. Busby, B.C. Cabell, 
( Hi, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, Chander, 
( in, Churchwell, Mark, Clingman, Cobb, Coleock, 
( Daniel, Dean, Dimmick, Dockery, Dunham, Dut 
} i man, Edmundson, Evans, Faulkner, Fiteb, Flor 
‘ liens Vi. Fuller, Thomas J. DD. Fuller, Gamble 
(; G lrich, Gorman, Grey, Harper, Ishani G. Harris, 

npson W. Harris, HLart, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hend 

lienn, Hibbard, Horsford, Houston, Howard, ‘Thomas 
' ! Hunter, Ingersoll, Ives, Jackson, Jenkins, An 
Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel TT’. 

I . George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, George G. Kine, 

i Letcher, Lockhart, Edward C. Marshall, Hum 
\ \ Marshall, Martin, Mason, McDonald, McLanahan, 

loMne VieNair, M le, Miller, Millson, Molony, Hen 
rv D. Moo John Moore, Morrison, Murphy » Murray, 
Naber 0 Outlaw, Andrew Parker, Peaslee, Polk, 
} . Price, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, Sackett, Savage. 
= lera Scurry, David L. Seymour, Origen S. Sey 

! lron, Smart, Stanly, Frederick P. Stanton, Rich 
rd Ti. Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stone, St. Martin 
Suratton, Strother, Stuart, Sweetser, Taylor, Benjamin 
Thompsatr George \VW Thompson, Thurston, Venable. 
Walbride Wallace, Walsh, Ward, Watkins, Welch 
Well \iexander White, Wilcox, Wildrick, William 

n Val 147. 

NAY M rs. Charles Allen, Allison, Averett, Lewis 
1. Campbell, Conger, Edgerton, Fowier, Gaylord, Gidding 


Hall, John W. Howe, Meacham, Newton, Orr, Phelps, 
Powell, Schoonmaker, Sceudd Smith, Benjamin Stanton, 
I’. Stevens, and Woodward—22. 

So the bill was passed. 

Pendin the announcement of the vote, Mr. 
Llounay vho was without the bar when his 
! ' \ called, asked permission to rece rd his 

egative 

@) W made, and consent was no 

it 1 


Vir. BAYLY, f Virginia . moved to reconsider 

v whie h the bill was passed, and to lay 

msider upon the table; which 
rreed Lo, 


ithe motion to rec 


Che S AKER. Reports are in order from 


ths Cammmeitnoe of Mlections 
INTERVENTION. 

Mr. BRAGG. T ask the unanimous consent of 
t| Lleuse to present certam resolutions of the 
| lature of Al an upon the subject of inter- 
vention enon ie mart of this Government in the 
aflan if foreien nations. 


THE 





c 


“J 


wove, 


object !’?] 
suspe nd the 


rie of | ‘ee 
Mr. BRAG* [ 

ruies. 

The SPEAKER 

speysion of the rule 

Mondays. 


REPORTS 


then, to 
It is not In order to move a 
8 for such purpose except on 


FROM COMMITTEES 


Mr. DANIEL, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported the following bills; which were severally 
read a first and second time by their titles, re- 


ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made 


the order of the day for to-morrow, and ordered, 
tovether with the reports thereon, to be printed, 
viz: 

A bill for the relief of Charles S. Matthews, 
Charles Wood, and James Hall; and 


of rtives 


\ bill for the relief 
James ¢ 


the leeal re present 
Watson, late of the State of 








of Genera 


Georgia. 


Mr. SACKETT. I rise for the purpose of 
riving notice that the report made by the gentle- 
man from North C lina, [N DANIEL, | in the 


\ 


case of the late General W 


WNOUS 


not an unan- 
one, and that L intend to present a minority 


uson, Was 


report, 


Mr. DANIEL, it was 


Lay i vy ate 


On motion by 


Ordered, "That the Commiitee of Claims, to which was 
referred Senate bill No. 43, tor the relief of Charlies Met 
rose, and Senate bill No. 50, for the relief of Sidney 8. Al 
cout, be discharged trom the turther consideration of the 
sane, aud that they be referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of Osborn Cross, of 

| 
the United States Army; which was read a first 
ind second time by its title, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 


th 


to-morrow, and, with 


d. 


ol the day for the report 


accompany 
Mr. SEYMOUR, o 


on ¢ 


os ordered to be print 


f New York, 


. tant 
, Teporreu 
i 


rom the Com- 


i 
t . . } yh r byt ° 
pniittee ommerce the follow1lhe bills; 


which were severally read a first and second time 
by their titles, referred to a Committee of the 
W hole House ; made the orde r of the day for lo- 


morrow, and, with the re ports ack ompanying, or- 


dered to be printed: 

\ bill to remit the duties upon certain goods 
destroyed by fire in the city of New York, in 
1845; and 9 


rize th 


A bill to auth: 
brig America. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, the same committee, 
reported back withoutamendment, and with a rec- 
ommendation 
entitled ** An act 
Graw, of New 
Committee of 
di ly 


e issuing of a rezister to the 


from 


that it do pass, Senate bill No. 67, 
for the relief A. Me- 

York;’’ which was referred to a 
the Whole House, made the order 
for to-morrow, ordered to 


of John 


of the and be 


printed. 


On motion by Mr. SEYMOUR, New York, 


it was 
Ordered, That the Committee of Claims be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial of sundry 


citizens of North Carolina, praying Congress to pass an act 
to appropriate the dividends upon the stock of the United 


States in the Dismal Swamp Canal to the extension of said 


canal, and that it be referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

On motion by Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, 
it was 


Ordered, 
from the 


That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
further consideration of the memorial of John H. 
Parker, and other citizens of Pennsylvania, praying Con- 
to pass a law to prohibit the banishment and deporta 
tion of emigrants from foreign conntries to the United States, 
and of all convicts, felons, and paupers, recognized as such 
in their and that it be referred to the Com- 
miittes Judiciary. 


Mr. SEYMOT R, from 
hie rce, asked 
from the further 
sundry 


own country, 
on the 
the Committee on Com- 
said committee be discharged 
consideration of the 
of Ontario counly, New York 

praying for the passage of a law to reimburse them 
for the expenses incurred for individual contribu- 
tions to the industrial exhibition in London, and 


that the 


c1uizens 


that the same be referred to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I move to lay the me- 
mortal upon the table. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish to say but a single 


word in reference to that motion. Very many 
petitions of this character are being presented, 
and I think they should go to the Committee on 
Manufactures. 

SW i 


vere orde red, 


Mr. LETSER called for tellers; which 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


petition of 






Mr. JONES of Tennessee. I 


this question is at all understood, - eo } 
this memorial may be read, that we y... 
undérstandingly. ite 
The SPEAKER. If gentlemen will 
order the memorial will be read. 
The memorial was then read ] by its title 


the Clerk was proceeding to read 
thereof, when 


Mr. STEPHEN 


ie 


S, of Georgia, said: 1 do 
the reading of thie memorial can be called 
for this memorial, under the rules wns vel 

» WHs ref 


to the Committee on Commerce: and that 
mittee hag not acted upon it at all, 
virtually presented to us i the sam 
had been presented to the House by an indir 


The committee to which it was original! Vy refers 


think it proper that it should be refer 
Committee on Manufactures. | Salmees 
gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Sweerser, 
the memorial has not been acted 
committee, to lay it upon the 
tually rejecting it by t 
consideration. I hope he will 
motion, and let the memorial be 
Committee on Manufactures. 

Mr. SEYMOUR. I wish further to sue 
the gentleman from OChio, that avery lare. 
of these memorials have been 
quarters of the country, and they deserve 
ful consideration from some 
House. 

Mr. SWEETSER. 
supposition that the subject had received 
tion by thecommittee. In view of the si 
made, I withdraw my to 
table. S 

The question was then taken upon ret 


> without 


is fly) 
Withd: 


referred 


committe 


motion 


upon h 
table would } 


presented fr 


lay wai 


cor 


It 
t is 


I made the motion o 


memorial to the Commiitee on Manufactures 


it was so referred. 

Mr. ROBBINS, 
merce, reported a bill for the relief of 
Payne; 
its title, referred to 


from the Committee on 


which was read a first and second 


a Committee of the 


ILouse, made the order of the day for to-mo 


f W 


and, with the accompanying report, ordered | 


printed. 
On motion by Mr. St 
Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be 
trom the further consideration of the menrorial of J 
ering, and others. of Massachusetts, and the 
A. Boiquis, praying for the passage of a law to r 


MARTIN, it was 


ry 
( 


petition 


Jan. 29 


them for the expenses incurred in making contribnti 


individual account to the industnal exhibition a 
and that the same be 


factures. 





referred to the Conmunittee on M 


Mr. WALSH, from the Committee on C 
merce, reported “6A bill for the benefit of 
Carmelite Nunnery of Baltimore;”? which 


read a first and second time by its title. 
Mr. WALSH. I hope 


put upon its passage. It is for the re: 


duties upon goods imported for Church pur 


this bill may be | 


nission 


There is a number of precedents in the act 


Congress for this proceeding. 
Mr. ORR. 
mittee of the Whole House. 
Mr. WALSH. 
the House I ac quiesc e. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
pass it now. 


Mr. WALSH. 


read. 


Very well. Let the 


Oh no, 


There has been a dozen acts of Co! 


I move that it be referred to a‘ 


lot 
ek 


| 


W 


Ses 


Well, if that is the desire of 


us 





a ‘ d atte 
within the last five or six years for remitting duue 


upon suc h goods. 
The bill havi ing been read through, 
Mr. ORR. 


I withdraw my motion to comn 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed @ | 


read a third time. 
The SPEAKER. 
reading ? 
Several Voices. 
The bill having 
third time and passed. 


Now. 


Mr. WALSH moved to ree pena: wataeet 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the mo 
to reconsider upon the table; w hich latter moti 


was agreed to. 


When shall it have its turd 


} 
been engrossed, was read | the 


hy 
’ 


Mr. WALSH, from the same com umittee, Te 


ported 
register tothe ship Kossuth;”’ 


«© A bill to authorize the issuing 
which was re 


first and second time by its title, referred toa 
mittee of the Whole House, made the order 


the day for to-morrow, and, with the ré 
companying, ordered to be printed. 


port 


da 
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oT EPHENS, of Georgia, fro 





m the Com- 








Commerce, reported ** A bill to rerulate 
vy ~ the annual salary of the American Consul 
++ of Amsterdam:’’ which was read a first 
-ond time by its title. 
sa. @ j move that the bill be referred to a 
ttle, "oo af the Whole House, made the order 
the 1. for to-morrow, and that the bill and 
1ay 
he printed. 
I douby ue BD AYLY, of Virginia. That subject is now 
called - sho Committee on Foreign Relations, and 
refs e its reference to that committee. 
that eo) lt STEPHENS. I will change my motion, 
T. “ . c s 
it j 1 ve that the bill be referred to the Committee 
Sa Whole upon the state of the Union, and be 
fer; The question was then put upon the latter mo- 
rred 4 : snd it Was agreed to. 
; HALL, from the Committee on Public 
’ route. to Which was referred the following joint 
a. ae tion of the House, viz: 
. olution authorizing the location of military bounty 
; warrants on the public lands now subject and here 
i to be subject lo entry at private saie under existing 
rred 
4, &c.. That any land bounty for militarv services 
the actof the twenty-eighih day ef September, 
, entitled ** An act granting bounty land to cer 
and soldiers whe have engaged in the military 
ect f f the United States,’ (or by virtue of any other act 
s heretofore pussed granting lind bounty for 
5 ces.) may he satisied out of any public land 
and hereafterto become subject to entry at py 
tthe minimum price, under existing laws 
eee Reported the same back with an amendmentin 
: orm of a substitute, which was read as fol- 
g vs. Vi 
; 4 Billin relation to Military Bounty Land Warrants. 
, Re it enacted. ¥c., That land warrants issued under the 
titled “ An act granting bounty land to certain officers 
( liers who have engaged in the military service ofthe 
states,?? approved September r 28, 1850, may be loca 
ny public land subject to private entry atthe date of 


{location : Provided, That when any such war- 
ull be located on public lands subject to private en- 
mad ti ty ata greater minimum than one dollar and twenty-five 
the W tsper acre, the locator of said warrant or warrants shall 
tothe United States, in cash, the difference between the 

{ said warrant or warrants, estimated at one dollar 
twenty-five cents per acre, and the minimum price of 
ated on. 


Mr. HALL. I move that the bill and substi- 
therefore be referred to the Committee of the 








ip Whole on the state of the Union, 

i eaten Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I hope that the 
itt 5 iy be put upon its passage. I would in- 
vat J of the Chair if it be in order at this time to 
ee on Mau ran amendment to the substitute? 

: ( The SPEAKER. If the motion to refer be 


ae ed down it will be in order. 
ee Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman will 
- withdraw his motion to commit, to enable me to 
a A ran amendment. 
av be ae 
“ Mr. HALL. I withdraw it for that pur- 
} pur ts j ‘ + o . > 
| Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask for the reading of 
' he resolution and substitute reported by the Com- 
tee. 
The Clerk having read the resolution and sub- 
sulute, 
lr. CAMPBELL moved to amend the substi- 


e by inserting after the word ‘‘cash,” the fol- 


ae wing words, viz: **Or warrants at $1 25 per 
the bill be i tt, at the option of the locator.” ; 

f Coneress Mr.C. [will simply state my object in offer- 
‘ine dats gtiatamendment. 1 offered the joint resolu- 
ao won for which the committee have reported this 


isa substitute. The object of the joint reso- 
' l4on was, In the first place, to take off the restric- 
awhich the act of the last Congress imposed 


ee pon the location of warrants. Iam not, how- 
ave its third i satisfied with the other provisions of the bill. 
id as the bill reported by the committee fully 
“noraces the object intended to be effected by my 
as read the o— resolution, so far as releasing the warrants 


m the restriction which was imposed upon 
tem by that law is concerned, I feel satisfied 
‘at the bill should take the place of the resolution, 
which it is the substitute. 
I committee, in reporting the substitute, pro- 
si i ms in those cases where the minimum price of 
} ~ US Was $2 50 per acre that the locator in lo- 
eee ds oe thé warrant should pay the balance after 
\ wi he $1.95 in cash. My object in offering this 
: ‘ndment is to permit the locator to enter all 
ono Wat description of lands, the minimum price of 
ae “ami ; ich is $2 50 per acre, with warrants, if he de- 
"€s to do so; or if he desires to enter $1 25 with 
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warrants, he can enter the balance in ¢ + 


convenient for him, or if he desires to make n 
entry in that way. I desire now that this bill 
should | 


necessity of any delay with regard to this ques 


e put upon its passare. I do not see the 


tion. Ldo not see that it is in any way conne 

ed with the matter which is contamed tn another 
bill already before the House, which is, I believe, 
made the order for to-dav in Committee of tl 
W hole. I am opposed to tacking so many meas 
ures together; but as this stands upon its own 
merits, and is not connected with any other ques 
tion, and as it Is necessary that this restrict 
should be taken off the location of warrants, | 
hope that the amendment I have offered will meet 
with the approbation of the House, and tha 
will be adopted. If there are no objections to the 
law upon its merits, I trust that it ‘will not mi 
with opposition from any quarter. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. Suppose 
for instance, that the amount of land he proposes 
to enter would not consume the warrant, for in 
stance sixty acres—— 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 


My proposition doe snot 
>rule which governs the location of 





b ‘han ed or alte red 1! nv Ww 
land, the minimum price of which 
‘re, to be entered with warrants. For 
instanee, an eighty acre lot can be ente ad wit i 
one hundred and sixty acre warrant. \ h | 
now stands, only one half of the tract of land ean 


be entered with a warrant, the other half must be 
‘ . a ; ; 

paid In cash, The object of my amendment is t 

permit the entire tract to be entered with rarrants 

h, as the locator may prefer. The number 


of acres entered must, of course, correspond wit 


or cas 
the number of acres contained in the warrants pro- 
posed to be located. In grrants which have been 
made to States—the minimum price of publie lands, 
or of alternate sections, ret uned bv the Gove 
ment out of these crants, has been raised to 2 50 
per acre—those lands, forinstance, which have been 
reserved from public sale, and which are not su 
ceptible of being entered. When that limitation 
or that reservation is taken from those lands. I 
desire that they may be entered with warrants, for 
the purpose of enabling the purchaser of the 
lands, or the locator of lands, to enter them wit} 
warrants, if they desire to do so. 1 have offered 
this amendment that they mav be enabled to enter 
an eighty acre lot of land with a one hundred and 
sixty acre warrant. That will make the eichty 
acre lot worth 42 50 per acre; and if they desire 
to enter them with warrants merely covering the 
amount of land which they are enabled to enter 
under the warrant, they can then pay the balance 
in cash, if they wish. I think this amendment 
perfectly secures this object. And unless there 
are some serious ol jections to the merits of the 
bill—unless there are some serious objections to 
relieving the location of land warrants from the 
limitations and restrictions which the law of the 
last Congress imposed upoi them, T do trust that 
it will meet with the approbation of this House to 
allow the amendment | have offered, and then to 
permit the bill at the present time to pass to its 
third reading. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. IT move to refer 
the bill and amendments to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. There are two 
propositions before that committee alre dy, upo 
the same subject, made the special order for to 
day: and I trust the House will refer this pro 
sition to the same committee, so that they ean 
have before them all the different propositions t] 
have been made upon this subject. I trust the 
House will act upon it without further 
order that we may proceed with the c: 
committees for reports. Iwill not move the pre 
vious question. ’ 

Mr. FOWLER. I supposed it was under 
stood, that we were to offer reports which should 
not rive rise to debate. Perhaps debate is 
order, though 1 doubt it. 

The SPEAKER. The call for reports was 
the busines in order during the morning hour. 

Mr. FOWLER. Is it in orderto debate a prop- 
osition ? 

The SPEAK ER. Upon a proposition to ré fe r 
it is. 

Mr. FOWLER. Then I demand the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered, which was upon referring 
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\ ete d to the Commi 0 VV 
sta of the I on, and lered to 


lee and Po { Roads, repo ted 


é tl il * An ict to reduce rn a 
of postawe in the United Sta 
poses,” d March 3, 1851 


vide r tl curity of matl ‘ 
her perty of Post O Le 
W hr wis \ \ i ta 
ond ryie vy then » fi 
if the W re « s ( 
dered e printed 
Mr. OLDS, from the same mm 
nt y iti for the relief Ke 
{ v | and \ ult ( . | 
ed 
ihe I reso] iw 1 i 
tiny hy title. and t 
t l hy Ni Obps, was, y 
ordered e ence sed d ula 
ibsequently be sed, W 
t d ad 
Mr. OLDS moved to reco ' 
} s ‘ the t i i 
yrecon ler upol he { ‘ ‘ 
was agreed to, 
Mr. OLDS, from the same 
back Senate bile No. 8&8, for 
Dwinel, without lendment, iw 
mendation that it do pass: wl 
to a Committee of the Whe Liouse, 
ie orde of the day for to-mor 
On motion by Mr. OLDS, 
Ordered, Thatthe Conimitt or Pp 
Roads be discharged from furt 
memorial of John Lowry and sixty t 
Carver and Plymouth, in the “tat Vin 
ing for an appropriation tor thie ¢ 
of the mattis, and that the memort 
d iw tl | tr s from the tile = «h) 
Mr. OLDS, from the same 
+} {; llown r reso tior 
Re ved, That the Committees the P 
Post Roa be authorized to emp 


rate of compensatit 


Mr. O. said: I will say to 


wish their business with reg 
ended to, they must alow t 
Siive $18 rccumulatin “ i 
ely i SSATY We vald 
I believe that it would exped 
Llouse and be a saving of n 
! Les orta vyaaey ef é 
ploy cler} I move the prev 
pa iwe of the re ition. 
Mr. DUNHAM moved to V ( 
Line table. 
Mr. STANTON, of 
th tl entlemen toa 4 
ent to that res ition, which | 
order. Ihe ¢ eso vi \ 
instructed me to report ity SO 
should like it io sha tl ul | 
[Cries of ** No, no 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 1 
' 1 te lf of the Committee on ¢ 
they very much needa el t 
bus , and that some time s t] 
oO re wt a resolution sim I 
Mr. FICKLIN called for th: 


t} motion to lay the re oluti 
re ordered, 
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The SPEAKER replied that the morning hour 
had not yet expired. 

Mr. HARRIS moved thatthe rules besuspended 
and that the House resolve itself into Commit- 
tec of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. McNAIR. I have been waiting very pa- | 
tiently for this matter to get through, to report a 
resolution from the Committee on Agriculture. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The gentleman must be 
aware that discussion is not in order during the 
vendency of a motion to go into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Vir. McNAIR. I expected that the call of the 
committees would have been gone through with. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. 
withdraw his motion for 
allow me to present a report. 

Mr. HARRIS. If the gentleman could effect 
his object, I would certainly do it. 

Mr. CARTTER. He cannot do it until after 
the other committees have been called. 

Mr. HARRIS withdrew his motion. 

Mr. McLANAHAN asked the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a report. 

Mr. OLDS objected. 


ine question was 


I ask the gentleman to 


one moment, so as to 


the motion to 
lay the resolution on the table, and the result was 


then taken on 


—yeas 77, nays 73; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abercrombie, Charles Allen, John Ap 
pleton, Barrere, Bocock, Breckenridge, Cartter, Chastain, 
Churchwell, Conger, Dawson, Dockery, Dunbam, East 
man, Paulkner, Fiecklin, Goodenow, Gorman, Hall, Har 
per, Isham G. Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Haseall, Haven, 
Hebard, Hendricks, Hibbard, Hillyer, Holladay, Houston, 
John W. Howe, Thomas Y. How. Hunter, Jenkins, An 
drew Johnson, James Johnson, John Johnson, Daniel 'T. 
Jones, W. Jones, George G. King, Preston King, 
Khuns, Leteher, Lockhart, Mann, Wumphrey Marshall, 
Mason, MeLanahan, Meade, Miller, Millson, Miner, Molo 
ny, Henry D. Moore, Murphy, Nabers, Orr, Outlaw, Sam 
uel W. Parker, Phelps, Sith, Benjamin Stanton, Richard 
H. Stanton, Abraham P. Stevens, Alexander H. Stephens, 
Stuart, Sweetser, Benjamin Thompson, George W. Thomp 


George 


son, Venable, Walbridge, Wallace, Watkins, Addison 
White, Wileox, Wildrick, and Woodward—77. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, William Appleton, Babcock, 


Thomas Il. Bayly, Beale, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bren 
ton, Briggs, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, Thomp 


son Campbell, Caskie, Chandler, Clark, Cobb, Curtis, 
George T. Davis, Dean, Doty, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
Fitch, Florence, Fowler, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Gamble, Gaylord, Gilmore, Green, 
Grey, Grow, Hart, Henn, Robert. W. Johnson, Martin, 
MeDonald. MeNair, Morrison, Murray, Newton, Olds, 


Pea-icee, Polk, Powell, Price, Riddle, Robbins, Robinson, 
Savage, Schooleraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, Scurry, Da- 
vid L. Seymour, Origen S. Seymour, Frederick P. Stan 
ton, St. Martin, Stratton, Strother, Taylor, Thurston, 
Townshend, Tuck, Walsh, Ward, Welch, Alexander 
White, and Yates—73. 

So the resolution was laid upon the table. 

Mr. STANLY moved to reconsider the vote 
just taken, and to lay that motion on the table; 
Ww hich latter motion was acreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I! to inquire of the 
Chair if the morning hour has not expired? 

The SPEAKER. It has expired. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Then I move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union; and upon that motion I ask for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Watkins 
and Mason were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 50, noes not counted. 

So the House refused to go into committee. 

Mr. FICKLIN, from the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, reported the following reso- 
lution, viz: 


desire 


Resolved, That the Committee for the District of Colum 
bia, while prosecuting their inquiry, under the order of the 
House, into the practice of issuing small notes as acurrency, 
and not redeemable in cash, by irresponsible persons or cor- 
porations, within the District of Columbia, be and they are 
hereby authorized to send for persons and papers, and to 
exam!ne witnesses under oath. 

The question was taken, and the resolution 
adopted. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, asked the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce a bill, of 
which previous notice had been given, upon the 
same subject as the resolution just adopted. 

Objection was made. 


Mr. McLANAHAN, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, reported a bill to regulate the fees 
and costs to be allowed clerks, marshals, and at- 
torneys, in the circuit and district courts of the 
United States, and for other purposes; which was 
read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. McL. said: I am unanimously instructed 
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by the Judiciary Committee to move that the bill 
and report be referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union, and that 2,000 
copies of the same be printed for the use of the 
House. 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman moves to 
print extra copies of his bill and report, accord- 
ing to the rule it must go to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. 1 move, then, that the 
usual number of copies of the bill and report be 
printed. 

The bill and report were then referred to the 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, 
Mr. McLANAHAN. I now move that the 


bill just referred to the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union be made the special or- 
der of the day for the 25th of February next, and 
from day to day thereafter until disposed of. 

Mr. CARTTER objected. 

Mr. MEADE. I desire to inquire if the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. McLanauan,] 
did not make a motion to print an extra number 
of copies of this report? 

The SPEAKER. He did, but the motion was 
not at the time entertained. The Chair, however, 
upon reflection, is of the opinion that if the motion 
is made as a report from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, that it is competent for him to do so 
without having it referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. MecLANAHAN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on the Judiciary to move that 5,000 
copies of the report be printed. 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Does the gentle- 
man from Pennsylvania say that he is instructed 
to move to print 5.000 copies? 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. JONES. I understood the gentleman a 
moment ago to ask for 2,000. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Mr. Speaker, it is proper, 
and perhaps necessary, that I should briefly state 
to the House some of the reasons that induced the 
Committee on the Judiciary, through me, to pre- 
sent the resolution which I have just made. 

The extraordinary increase in the expenses of 
the judiciary, since the organization of that de- 
partment of the Government, led the committee 
into an investigation of the causes that operated to 
produce this result, This investigation was neces- 
sarily one of details, and all of the causes may not 
have been satisfactorily ascertained; yet it is be- 
lieved that sufficient will be made known by the 
report just submitted to show the necessity of 
prompt lecislative action on the subject. ; 

In the year 1800, the exnenses of the judiciary 
establishment of the United States, inclusive of 
the salaries of the judges, appear to have been 
$42,214; in 1820, $117,187; in 1830, $204,432; 
in 1840, $373,695; in 1849, $469,223; in 1850, 
$564,845. During thisperiod of fifty years the pop- 
ulation of the United States increased at a ratio of 
about three hundred and thirty-three per cent., 
whilst the expenses of maintaining the judiciary in- 
creased at the rate of about twelve hundred and 
thirty-seven percent. Now, sir, itis not pretended 
thatincrease of population isan exact rule by which 
to estimate the increase in the expenses of our 
courts of justice; but itis a modegenerally adopted 
for forming an estimate of the wealth, the business, 
and prosperity of our country at large. And it is 
therefore, on the whole, perhaps as good a method 
as can be selected for forming correct conclusions 
as to what would be a fair and proper increase in 
the expenses 0* the judiciary. The facts before 
stated cannot fail to show the undue and improper 


augmentation of expense, incident at this time to | 


th administration of justice in the circuit and 
district courts of the United States. 

In the northern district of the State of New 
York the expenses of -the General Government in 
sustaining the United States courts, exclusive of 
the salaries of the judge, marshal, and district at- 
torney, in the year 1830 amounted to $3,500, in 
the year 1850 to $43,975; more than twelve times 
as large as in the year 1830. In the State of Mas- 
sachusetts, in the year 1830, the amount paid by 
the General Government, exclusive of the salaries 
of the judge, marshat, and district attorney, was 
$9,586 13; and in the year 1850 $92,728; about ten 
times as large asit was in 1830. The causes which 
have led to this extraordinary increase in judicial] 
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expenses are numerous and various. Man. 
them are set forth in the report which | j a. 
presented; and many more will probably — vn 
manifest by the answers—which wi! S001 - tt 
nished by the Department of the Interior—t,, . 
ries of interrogatories which were addressed “4 : 
Secretary of that Department, under ’ 
of inquiry from this House. But, sir, susie... 
as I before stated, will be made manifest Ko.” 
report, which is now submitted, to show th... 
cessity of immediate legislative action on the «., 
ect. 

The regulation of the fees to be received hers 
ministerial officers of the courts is a task of iyo. 
than ordinary difficulty and complexity, 1] 
printing of the bill and report for the use of »). 
House is absolutely necessary. And the gy 
is one of such grave and serious import that ex: 


numbers of the report should be printed, so + 


&@ resoly 


| the whole country may understand both the ky, 


abuses and the proposed reform. The repor 
the bill should find a wide circulation oy, 
land. Weask, therefore, that a number of eo; 
corresponding to the exigencies of the case. 
be printed, in order that all who desire to jny, 
gate the matter may have every facility which 
in the power of the committee to furnish, 
there is no subject in which the people are mor 
interested than the one which its now broueh: + 
the consideration of the House; and while jt go. 
mands the prompt and energetic action of ( 
gress, it is one which cannot be properly disposed 
of without close investigation and calm reflect 

The motion to print 5,000 copies extra of 
report was referred to the Committee on Printing 

Mr. MEADE. I am requested by the (Co 
mittee on Commerce to make a favorable rep 
in the case of a railroad company in Georgia, 
ask that the bill reported by the committee on 
subject be put upon its passage. There are) 
ticular reasons why this should be done. [ \ 
state simply to the House the merits of the cas: 
The Monroe Railroad Company, under acts 
1832 and 1840, imported railroad iron, and cave 
their bonds for it in 1841, with security. Those 
bonds were to be canceled if the iron was laid by 
1 The iron was | 
laid by the specified time, but it was laid during the 
year 1843. After this iron was laid upon the: 
the Monroe Railroad Company was dissolved, 
and became insolvent, and the road passed into 
etherhands. The securities were sued upon thy 
bonds, and such suit is either now in progress, 
judgment has been recovered against the secu 
ties. They ask to be relieved from that bond, 
upon the cround that the equitable construction of 
the act of 1842 entitles them as much to relief 
if their iron had been laid upon the track prev 
to the first of March, 1843. This subject was 
before the last Congress, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, which made a favorable 
port thereon, with a bill for relief; but for so 
cause or other the bill was not acted upon during 
the last session of Congress. 

The Solicitor of the Treasury has given his 
consent, in an informal way, that execution sha 
not be sued out against these parties, and that tly 
case shall not be prosecuted to final termination, 
until they shall have had an opportunity to apply 
to Congress for relief. I will state further to 1! 
House, that a similar application has been mac 
by one or two other railroad companies, upon the 
same grounds, and relief has been afforded | 
them. I consider that this company ts entitled © 
relief upon an equitable construction of the thre 
statutes which relate to the subject, one of whict 
was passed in 1832, one in 1840, and the third n 
1842. ) 


Sip 


If the House wish to be more minutely 
informed in the case, they can have the report 
read. Itisashortone. [ask the House to per 
mit this bill to be put upon its passage, that rei 

_may be immediately afforded to the securities. © 

is a very meritorious case, and was so considered 

by all of the members of the committee. 
“The bill, being a bill for the relief of the Monroe 

Railroad Company and their securities, was 1% 

read a first and second time by its title. 


Mr. HEBARD moved that the bill be referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House, made _ 
order of the day for to-morrow, and, with the 
accompanying report, be printed; which mowo? 


was agreed to. 


| Mr. VENABLE, from the Committee on the 
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day for to-morrow, and, 


Jndiciary, me ude an adverse report upon the me- 
a) of Jehiel Brooks, praying authority to sue 
. United States for damages, in consequence of 
stituted against him by the United State 
hich "was ordered to lie upon the table and be 
rary 
vir, HARRIS, of ‘Tennessee, from the Com- 
oe on the Judiciary, reported a bill for the re- 
\ndrew Smith; w hie h was read a first and 
and time by ats utle, referred to a Committee 
, Whole House, made the order of the day 
to-morrow, and, with the accompanying re- 
+, ordered to be printed. 


motion by Mr. KING, of New York, it 


. That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 
a from the further consideration of the memorials 
oy eqizens Of Dayton, Onio, and of citizens of Newark, 
vow Jersey, praying tor the passage of an act for the pro 
of American inventors; and that the same be re 
{ to the Committee on Patents. 


On motion by Mr. PARKER, of Indiana, it 


} 


was 


dered. That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 

d fram the further consideration of the petition of 

i acinth Riopelle, of Wayne county, Michigan, for the 

we of an act granting him a patent for a certain tract 

and, and that it be referred to the Committee on 
private Land Claims. 


On motion by Mr. PARKER, of Indiana, it 


4s 
t 


That the Committee on the Judiciary be dis 

wd from the further consideration of the petition of N. 

Chicks and other citizens of the United States, praying for 

yavment okmoneys withheld and which were due them 

the provisions Of certain treaties and generally for the 

redress of grievances, and thatit be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 


- PARKER also, from the Committee on the 
ss ciary, made an adverse re port on the petition 
of Soin Drew, asking for the interest on the 

ears of pay due him as a soldier in the war of 
1312: which was ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

On motion by Mr. DEA N, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Military Affairs be dis 
cha ved from the further consideration of the petition of 
Lucy Aun Roberts, the widow ot Major John Roberts, and 
that it be referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 


Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, from the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims, reported a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Lieutenant Bartlett 
Hinds; which was read a first and second time by 
s title, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrow, 
and ordered to 


I 
| 


id, with the accompanying report, 
be printed. 

On motion by Mr. FULLER, of Pennsy|lvaniaip 
ll was 1 i 

Ordered, That the petition and papers of Thomas Mor- 
ris, of Georgia, be withdrawn from the files of the House, 
with the view of reference. 

Mr. JENKINS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Rob- 

Nelson; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, and, with the accompanying report, or- 
dered to be printed. 

Healso, from the same committee, made adverse 
reports in ‘the following cases; which were ordered 
to lie upon the table and be printed, viz: 

The petition of Joseph Newell, asking relief in 
regard to a section of land located in the Indian 
country; 

The petition of Joseph Roberts, of Brecken- 

ridge county, Kentucky , asking for scrip of one 

thousand acres of land in lieu of one thousand 
acres granted to William Armstead by the State of 
Kentue ky; and 

The petition of William B. Ross and other, of 
Florida, praying that the warrants of certain grants 
confirmed to Arredondo may be located upon other 
public lands. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, from the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Claims, re ported the fol- 
lowing bills; which were severally read a first and 
second time by their titles, referred to a Commit- 
teeof the Whole House, ‘made the order of the 
with the accompanying 
reports, ordered to be ceesid. viz: 

A bill for the relief of William McFarland; and 

A bill for the relief of Patrick Gass. 


Mr. MILLER, from the Committee on Private 
and Claims, reported the following bills; which 
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were severally read a first and second time by 
their titles, referred to a Committee of the W hole 
House, made the order of the day for to-morrew, 
and, with the accompanying reports, ordered to 
be printed, viz: 

A bill for the relief of Semoice, a friendly Creek 
Indian; 

A bill for the relief of Ira Baldwin; and 

A bill for the relief of William H. Wells and 
others. 

Mr. MILLER, by unanimous consent of the 
House, introduced a bill, of which previous no- 
tice had been given, for an appropriation of money 
for the improvement of the Missouri river, from 
its mouth to Council Bluffs; which was read a first 
and second time by its ttle, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. SMART, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam Mann, praying for compensation for services 
during the war of 1812, made an adverse report; 
which report was ordered to lie upon the table. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. We have ac 
complished a good deal of business to-day, more 
than the clerks can bring up, and | therefore move 
the House : djourn, 

‘The question was taken, and the House refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. GORMAN, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported ‘‘A bill for the relief of 
Josiah P. Pilcher, late a private in company F, 
second Kentucky regiment of volunteers in the 
war with Mexico;’? which was referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, made the order of the 
day for to-morrow, and the bill and report ordered 
to be printed. 


Mr. WILCOX, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, reported a bill to be entitle d‘ 6 "An act 
for the relief of Sergeant Leonard Skinner;”’ which 
was referred to a Committee of the Whole House, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and, 
with the accompanying report, 
printed. 

Also, from the same Committee, reported a 
bill to he entitled ‘*An act for the relief of the heirs- 
at-law of Anthony G. Willis, deceasd, which was 
read a first and second time by its title, referred 
to a Committee of the Whole, * made the order of 
the day for to-morrow, and, with report accompa- 
ny ine, ordered to be printed. 

Also, from the same committee, to whom was 
referred the memorial .of John Davis, praying for 
a pension and an allowance of bounty land, on 
account of disability incurred while in the service 
of the United States during the war with Mexico, 
made an adverse report; which was ordered to lie 
upon the table and be printed. 

Mr. NABERS, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, to whom was referred the memoria! 
of Elliott McCulloch, praying relief in relation to 
a section of land, made an adverse report; which 
was laid upon the table. 

Mr. NABERS also, from the same committee, 
reported “A bill for the relief of Jeremiah Win- 
gate;’’ which was read a first and second time by 
its title, referred to a Committee of the Whole, 
made the order of the day for to-morrow, and 
with the report, ordered to be printed. 

Mr. EDGERTON, from the Committee of 
Claims, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the heirs of Daniel Landon, asking remuneration 
for losses sustained in the last war, made an ad- 
verse report, and moved that the report be laid 
upon the table, 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I ask the gentleman 
to withdraw the motion. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I will withdraw the mo- 
tion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I rise to ask of the 
House to refer that memorial to the Committee on 
Military Affairs. I will make a statement that 
cannot fail, I think, to induce the House to make 
that reference. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I rise to a 
question of order. The gentleman is making a 
report from acommittee, and of course cannot with- 
draw the motion that is made by order of the com- 
mittee. 

Mr. EDGERTON. 
from the committee. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman has made an 
adverse report. It is moved by the gentleman 

i from Ohio, [Mr. Stanton,] to refer the memo- 


ordered to be 


I was making a report 


GLOBE. 
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rial and report to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. STANTON. This is aclaim presented by 
the heirs of Daniel Landon for property destroyed 

Fort Wayne, in 1812. He went out there at 
the special instance of the commander of the Fort, 
in 1802, cultivated land, raised crops, and built a 
mill. Itis claimed that he had a special promise 
of protection from the commandant of that Fort. 
He took his means there to he extent of #4,000, 
and in 1812 his entire property was destroyed by 
the Indians. I thought, in the first instance, that 
the proper reference of the claim was to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. I move that it be r 
ferred to the Militar y Committee, and the areument 
of the Committee of Claims may go alone with it, 
so that there need not be any tear ot uw justice 
being done. 

Mr. EDGERTON. Claims under the law of 
1816 have been allowed for the destruction of prop 


erty oc upied for military purposes, but thi LW 
never has permitted payment for personal proper 
ty, or forthe destruction of buildings not oceumed 
as a military post, or of such iption tha 
the action of the Government had not Imapart d to 


1 descr 


them a military character In this case the loss 
was sustained by the Indians driving off person 
property, and the destruction of buildir ? 
claimed to he occupied by the United States trooy 
Mr. SWEETSER. 1 desire to ea ie atten 
tion of my colle ague to the fact, set forth in the 
papers, that Fort M: iyre was a frontier post, and 
that the property taken here by the claimants was 
absolutely necessary if that time,in order to tur 
nish the means of subsistence to the men at that 
station. He went there under the protection of 
the commanding officer, and carried alone with 
him his property. In the then condition of th 


country, the troops of the United states were ul 

1 understand the 
interpretation given to the law of 1816 has been, 
that wherever the U 
the Army, have held out inducements to individ 


able to protect the property. 
nited states, o1 the othicer sof 


uals to make investments, and they made thos 
investments for the purpose of affording the men 


at a station subsistence , they are reg arded as ule 


der the protection of the United States, and if suf 
ficient protection has not been aflorded to them, 
the Governmer is to make good the losse ey 
sustained. That is my understandin 


Mr. DUNHAM. ‘These claim 


bly gone to the Committee of Claims. 


Mr. EDGERTON. | make this statement 
regards this case: This man Landon, in 1802 
went to Fort Wayne and pur hased a home there 
on the lands of the United State He was 
army contractor, or the avent of army contract 
ors. The produce raysed upon his land was sold 
by him to those stationed at Fort Way) In 
1812. the Indians madea descent upon the place, 
drove off nis stock, and burned his building. He: 
was then acting as arent for an army contractor, 


or issuing commissary: and for this property there 


destroyed, he claims that the Government shall 


pay him. The committee came to the conclusion 
that there was no law authorizing it payment, 
and that the action of the Government had been in 
opposition to the payment of claims of this char- 
acter. 

Mr. SMART. Iam in favor of the report of 
the gentleman from Ohio, and will call the atte: 


tion of the House to the 91st rule: which re ids as 
follows: 

‘Tt shall be the duty of the Committee on Military Affairs 
to take into consideration all subjects relating to the 
tary establishment and puble detence which ma 
ferred to them by the House, and to report their opinion 
thereupon; and also to report, from time to time, such 


} 
“me re 


measures as may contribute to economy and accountability 
in said establishment.” 

I shall now make but one remark in relation to 
this subject. From the little experience | have 
had upon the Military Committee, | am satisfied 
that it is becoming a mere claims committee and 
that there Is a wrong use made of it. 1. for one : 
am opposed to the reference of these claims to th 
Ido not think the rule so intended, 
I think, as we have a Commitee of (¢ nn 


committee. 


(and a very efhcient one it is.) that such clatms 
should be referred there. This reference has been 
properly made to that committee. at I really 
hope this report will be adopted I move to lay 
the report upon the table. Pend which, 


On motion by Mr. FULLER, 
The House adjourned. 


Maine, 



















































my’ 


andes 


r, Fe GEG 
afadtee Salk Aatianne ghee 


Sad 


Few aseromian & 
_ meh os. 
ip eas 
apna 


9 Sgt Bae RK 


sk ef ag 


- 






































bs Se 
— 

“i 
bee: 


¥ 


Se 


es as ee 


SS 64 
Pt 


e 


mee 


oe, 


7. oo 
ah 
- 7 


POS Nhehg « te 


ae Ct 


nr 


ees 


Slt 


4 


~ 
“at 























































































































































































































































































































































































































424 


BILLS. 


notice of 


NOTICES OF 

Mr. CARELL, of Florida, gave bills to survey 
the military reserves at Tampa Bay and Pilatka, in the State 
of Florida, and tor the erection of a marine hospital at Apa 
lachicola, in said State. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia, asked, and obtained leave 
to withdraw the papers in the case of William Sparks, now 
on file in the office of the Clerk of this House, and that the 

rred to the committee on Invalid Persons. 


anime De ret 


PETITIONS, &e. 
The following petitions, memorials, &« 
under the rule, and referred to the 


, Were presente d 


appropriate committees : 


By Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia: The petition of 
Lewis ‘Turner, of the county of Preston, Virginia, praying 
for wnsionon account of permanentinjury to his health 

i the war of TR12 

Also, the petition and papers of Margaret Garwood, widow 


of Samuel Garwood, 


a permanent in) 


praying lor a persion on account of 
ury received by her said husband in the 


battle of Lake Erie, in the flag-ship of Perry, which per 
manently injured him for life, so as to prevent him from 
providing for his family. 

By Mr. DEAN: The petition of citizens ofthe District 
of Columbia for a new and enlarged building for a post 
office, in the City of Washington 





iv Mr. STRATTON: The petition of Robert B. Sut 
chile and O° others, citizens of New Jersey, praving the 
enactment of a law prohituung entirely the importation of 
mnt iting biyuors 

Ry Mr. Min of Pennevivani The petition of the 

wiety of Priends, of Philadelplita, jor the repeal of the 


hy Mr. CHURCHWELL: The 


memorial of Robert 

James. of Tennessee, praying for the remission of duties on 

machinery imported by him as an emigrant, for lis own 
1 mid benefit 

Vr. SEYMOUR. of New York: The petition of Jole, 

Cou Co., to be refunded duties on merchandise damaged 

Wiale in transitu from one warehouse to another tor ex 

pe riaten 
by Mr. CABELL, of Florida: The memorials of William 


lrews, George S. Jennings Morris, Ed 


Mann, and 


State of Florida, 


i \r Joseph bb. 
ward R. Ives. George J. Lehnbaun. Hiram T. 
Joel B. Sinith, assistant marshals ot the 


foradditional compensation for taking the last censu 

iy M WALPBRIDGE The petition of William T. 
Lawrence, and 137 other citizens of Tompkins and Che 
mung counties, New York, praying forthe establishment ot 
a tri weekly mail route from Havana, in the county ot 


Chemung, to Ith . in the county of Tompkins 
Cavutaville, Enfield, Centre, &c. 

By Mr. HAVEN: The 
(lark, and otber citizens of Builalo, being bre; 
bakers of that place, against extending or renewing the pat 
ent to Wittiam R. Nevins, of New York, for a machine for 
rolling dough and cutting crackers and biscuit, giving the 


rea ms ofthe remie 


, Via Odessa, 


Mugridge and 


dand cracker 


remonstrance of 


nstrance at length. 
iy Mr. st. MARTIN: The memorial of Nathan C. Fol 


ger in relation to Mexican indemnities. 

\lso, the petition of Nanette Dijeang@widow Padron, 
yu mgt reiied 

By Mr. MeLANAHAN: The petition ofeitizens of Perry 
eoun md Union county, in the State of Peunsyvivania, for 
the establishment of a mail route from Miller’s Town, in 


Perry county. to Miffinburg, in Union county 
By Mr. HENN: The petition of T. H.1 


} ' 
thers, askin 


>, Dunean and 9&8 
for mail routes trom Corydon, Wayne coun 
tv, lowa, via Grand River, to Prineeton, Missouri, and from 


Corvdon to Chariton Point, 


and tor wet kly service thereon. 


IN SENATE. 


Mrinay, January 30, 1852. 


Prayer by the ¢ 


thaplain, Rev. C. M. Burier. 


PRIVATE BILL DAY. 


Onthe motionof Mr. NORRIS, the execution of 
{ ( by which Friday of each week is devoted 
to private claims, was suspended until one o’clock. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNIC 


The PRESIDENT pro t 


ATION. 


n. | ud before the senate 


er fromthe Treasurer of the United States. com- 
mu iting copies of his accounts of rece ipts and 
disbursements tor the service of the Post Office 
Department for the year ending 30th June, 1851; 
which was read, 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ordered, That it lic on the table. 

PETITIONS 
\fr. PEARCE presented the memorial of Au- 
Boyd, praying the continuance of 
which was referred to the ¢ 


usta Ogden 
her 1ONns vommttee 
on Pension 


DODGE, of Iowa, submitted a document 
in support of the petition of citizens of Kanesville, 


lowa, for a grant of land for the benfit of that tewn; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. FELCH presented the petition of John 
Gray, praying remuneration for a pair of horses 


taken by the United States troops during the last 
war with Great Britain; which was referred to the 
Com tee of Claims 
Mr. PRATT presente ! the 
raving that the P 
d to « 


memorial of Henry 
ostmaster General may 
ontract with him and his 


asso- |i 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


clates, merchants residing in Baltimore and Rio | 
for the transportation of the mail in 4 
from Baltimore and Norfolk to St. 
Thomas and Barbadoes, in the West Indies, Para, 
Pernambuco, and Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and 
Montevideo in Buenos Ayres; which was referred 
Post Office and Post 


de Janeiro, 


steamers 


to the Committee on the 


Road ° | 


PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 
On motion by Mr. HALE, it was 
Ordered, That the petition of Thomas Butler, on the 


files of the Senate, be referred to the Committee on Coim- 
merce. 


On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 

Ordered, That Anna McLean have 
her memorial and papers. 

On motion by Mr. SHIELDS, it was 

Ordered, ‘That the documents on the files of the 
relating to the claim of Lewis A. Thomas and 
Rogers, be referred to the Committ 


leave to withdraw 


Senate, 
Thomas 
wo Indian Affairs. 
JONES, of Iowa, it was 
petition of John Le Roy, on the files 
, be referred to the Committee on Pensions, 


On motion by Mr. CLEMENS, it was 


Onm tion by Mr. 
Ordered, That the 
of the Senat 


Ordered, That the petition of Charles G. Gunter, on the 
files of the Senate, be referred to the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. UNDERWOOD, it was 

Ordered, That the petition of citizens of Padueah, Ken- 


tucky, on the files of the Senate, 
ment of aportot delivery, 


place, be reierred to the Committee on ¢ 


relating to the establish 
the harbor at that 
yimmerce. 

SHIELDS, it 


That the documents 


and iinproving 


On motion by Mr. was 


Ordered, on the files of the Senate 
to the incorporation of a Mutual Insuranee Com 
pany in the city of Washington, be reierred to the Commit 
tee for the District of Columbia 


relating 


REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. SOULE, from the Committee on Com- 
, to which was referred the memorial of the 
Appalachicola, that 
Bray, keeper of the Dog-lsland light-house, on the 
ration 


merce 
citizens of praying Samuel 
coast of Florkla, may receive some 
for the sustained by himself and family 
during the gale of ae 93d and 24th of August, 
1851, submitted a report, accompanied by 


for his reli c 


remune 


losses 
a bill 
The bill was read and pass ed to the second read- 
Ordered, That the rey 


Mr. S., also, 


Office and 


ort be printed. 

Post 

to which was referred the 
submitted a report, 
relief; which was 

passed to a second reading. 


from the Committee on the 
Post Roads, 
memorial of Thomas Rhodes, 
accompanied by a bill for his 
read and 


Mr. HUNTER, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which was referred the bill providing | 
for earrving into execution, in further part, the 
Ith article of the t aty with Mexico, concluded 
it Guae » Hid re reported the same without 
ime rd nt. 

He said that he should have now asked for 
its consideration, but that he understood the 


who was 
desired to be heard 
however, ask for its 


Senator from Louisiana, [Mr. 
ready to proceed, 
He should, 
ideration atan early day. 
Mr. SOULE intimated that he desired to exam- 
ine some documents relating to the subject-matter 
of this bill, before he proceeded to its discussion. 
Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of the 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad Company, sub- 
mitted an adverse report; which was orde red to be 
printed. 


PASSENGERS BY ST 


SOULE, | 
not now 


upon the subject. 


cons 


EAMBOATS 


NIA. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I have been requested in 
behalf of a number of highly-respectable constit- 
uents to call the attention of the Senate to abuses 
alleged to exist in the conveyance of passengers 
by steamboats from the Atlantic ports to Califor- 
nia. 

The abuses complained of are : 

That these boats, in violation of their public 
engagements, take ordinarily a much larger num- 
ber of passe nge rs than they can properly accom- 
mod ute, or is consistent with health and safety. 

That the supply of food is often deficient in 
uaneiiies and of the poorest and most unwhole- 
some quality. 

3. That the treatment of passengers, the sick 
even, by officers and crews of the boats, is some- 
times cruel in the extreme. 


TO CALIFOR- 








Jan. 30, 


It ie represented that from these abuses 
numbers of our fellow-citizens emigrating to (, 
fornia lose their lives or their health by d : 
engendered on board these boats. ae 

The petitioners say they believe that a thorou 
investigation by a committee of € ongress. . 


aree 


with 
power to send for persons and papers, woy ‘dd 

GQ 
close scenes occurring on board some of +), 
boats that could find a parallel only in the horp,.. 


of the middle passage in the African slave trade. 
Not professing to have a personal know ede 
how far these represent: tions are well founded | 
believe the subject is worthy of the most th 
investigation, and trust it will receive the 
tion of the Committee on Commerce. Wit! 
view I offer the following resolution: 
Resolved. That the Committee on Commerce h 
ed to inquire whether any legislation is necess 


vent abuses in the conveyance of passengers by steamt 
from the Atlantie ports to those of California 


Mr. GWIN. I have only to say that I 9 
the Senator from Maine for bringing this 
to the attention of the Senate. 


oro 


instry 


sary to pr 





I have | hear, 
complaints of these abuses, and I hope the « 
mittee will give to the subject its e urly attenti 
and if there are such abuses that the Y Will recom- 
mend to the Senate the passage of a bill in npos i 
the severest penalties on the owners of the steam. 
ships. I have no doubt that many lives hav. 

lost in consequence of the abuses which ¢ 


\ist 


' board those steamers. 


The resolution was adopted. 


DISCIPLINE IN 
Mr. BADGER. 
Committee on Naval 
ments to the bill reported 
committee to enforce dise ip! ine and 1 
conduct in the naval service of the United States 
As I desire to have that biil taken up and con 


THE NAVY. 

I have been directed by 
Affairs to offer some an 
from 


pr mote ( 


heretof re 


ered at some early day, | hope that by the 
imous consent of the Senate these amendments 
may be laid on the table and printed. 


The amendments were received informally, and 
ordered to be printed. 


CUBAN PRISONERS IN SPAIN, 

The bill for the relief of American citizens lately 
imprisoned and pardoned by the Queen of Spai 
was read a first and second time by its title, and 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


BILLS FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the Hous 
Representatives by Mr. Forney, its Clerk: 

Mr. Presipenr: The House of Representatives have 
passed a joint resolution for the relief of Elizabeth Prewitt, 

low and executrix of Robert C. Prewitt, deceased ; als 
wii: entitled ** An act for the benefit of the Carmelite N 
nery in Baltimore; in which resolution and bill they request 
the concurrence of the Senate. 

They were read a first and second time by the 
titles, and referred, the first-to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, and the latter to 
the Committee on Finance. 


UNITED STATES COURTS IN DELAWARE. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to call up the bill 
concerning sessions of the courts of the United 
States in the district of Delaware. +I do this at 
instance of the Senator from Delaware, [M: 
SavarD.] The bill provides for a change of the 
sessions of the United States courts in that dis 
trict, which are to be held very soon. I hope 
Senate will allow the bill to be taken up, so that 
may be passed at this time. I move to postpone 
the prior orders, with a view to taking up that 
bill. 

he motion was agreed to, and the Senate pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill as in Committee of the 
W hole. 

It provides that the Courts of the United St ates 
- and for the district of Delaware, shall hereafter 
be held at New Castle, in the said district; that 
there shall be two regular terms of the eireult 
court of the United States in said district, whic 
shall commence on the third Tuesday of June, and 
third Tuesday of October, in each and every year 
hereafter; and that there shail be four regular 
termsof the district court of the United States for 
the said district, which shall commence on te 
second Tues day of April, June, September, an q 
January. The bill also provides, that the office ot 
the clerk of the circuit court for said district, and 
the records of the said court, shall be kept, eithe! 
at Wilmington or New Castle, as may be direc ted 
‘by an order of the judges of said court, made 
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term or during vacation, and entered on 
wes thereof; and that the office of the clerk 
caid district court, and the records thereof, 
e kept at either of the said places, as may 
»oeted by the judge of the said district court, 
'» order made in term or during vacation, and 
1 on the records thereof. 


rl 


dines begun in either of the said courts shall 
ded by this change of the place and time of 
the said courts, and that all process, bail 
or recognizances, returnable at the next 
‘¢ said courts, shall be returnable and re- 
i at the terms of said courts, respectively, 
urring after the passage of this act, in the 
nner as if they had been made so return- 
the face thereof, and shal! have full effect 
~ and that all continuances shall be made 
orm to the provisions of this act. 


her provides that no process issued or 


was reported to the Senate without 
iment, and was ordered to be engrossed and 
, third time. 

NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Senate proceeded to consider the resolution, 
tted on the 27th -* by Mr. Hae, in 
) tothe tenureof apy tments in the naval 


-and the resolugion was agreed to, as fol- 


ed. That the Committee on Naval Affairs be in 
{to inquire into the expedieney of providing by law 
ointments in the naval service ofthe United States 
realter be for a limited time, which shall be ex 
lin the commissions. 
ADVERSE REPORTS. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the adverse 
is on the President’s desk, which had been 
from committees on memorials referred to 

The question in each case was on concur- 
1 the report of the committee, and the Sen- 
sided affirmatively on the following: 

fhe petition of Leonard J. Thomas: 

petition of Charles H. Blood; 

lhe petition of Joseph Hill and Sons; 
petition of José Baya; 

The petition of Phebe Glover; 
petition of John H. Patterson; 

e petition of Samuel M. Bootes; 
e memorial of Robert Piatt; 

Ihe petition of George E. Paine and Polly Teal, 
dren of Brinton Paine, deceased; — 

lhe petition of Samuel Crapin; 

lhe petition of Hugh W. Dobbin; 

he petition of Samuel Prisleau; 

lhe petition of Thomas Flanagan; 

The petition of Sarah Bennett; and 

The petition of A. J. Williamson. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the adverse 
rt of the Committee of Claims on the petition 

William A. Duer, administrator of William 
, deceased; and, 

in motion by Mr. BADGER, it was ordered 
>on the table. 





MARY W. THOMPSON. 
The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill for the relief 
‘Mary W. Thompson; and no amendment being 
le, it was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
e engrossed and read a third time. 
DAVID C. CASH AND GILES U. ELLIS. 
The Senate proceeded to consider, as in Com- 
ee of the Whole, the bill from the House of 
vepresentatives for the relief of David C. Cash 
d Giles U. Elis. 
= The bill provides that the Secretary of the 
treasury be authorized and directed to pay to 
vavid C. Cash, late lieutenant, and Giles U. 
is, late a private in the Seminole war in Florida, 
"iatever may be due to them on the monthly rolls 
‘or military serviee in said war. On this bill the 
mmittee on Military Affairs of the Senate re- 
ported adversely. 
Mr. HUNTER called for the reading of the re- 


rt 


, The Secretary read the report of the Committee 
es Military Affairs of the House of Representa- 
Yes, from whjch it appears that David C. Cash 
_ Giles U. Ellis served in the war with the 
‘minole Indians, Cash as a lieutenant, and 
“ills AS & private. They were engaged by Rich- 
'R. Crum of the Commissary Department, to 
“urse supplies to the troops, and they well and 


‘wy discharged that duty. At the expiration of 


their term of service, they accounted, as in duty 
bound, to R. R. Crum, quartermaster, delivering 
to him all invoices and goods in their possession. 
Although they were employed by Crum as his as- 
sistants, the Government has endeavored to hold 
them responsible as its agents, because they signed 
the vouchers as Assistant Qluuartermasters; but 
there was no contract between them and the Gov- 
ernment. They were not commissioned by the 
Government in that character, but they acted 
under Crum, a regularly-qualified commissioned 
officer of the Government. They received a great 
deal of property as Crum’s agents, and they ac- 
counted for it all; but Crum being in default tothe 
Government, they were held accountable. The 
affidavit of Cash and Ellis is sustained by the affi- 
davit of Crum, who says that they acted as his 
agents, and as such wereauthorized to receive large 
supplies. He says he held them responsible to 
him, and that he demanded and received of them 
all their papers, vouchers, invoices, and receipts. 
They fully accounted for and properly applied all 
the stores received by them. The Government 
did not «ive them their reeular pay, but withheld 
it from them, and the committee thought that 
Crum, the quartermaster, and not Giles and 
Ellis, should be held liable to the Government for 
any deficiencies or arrearages in his department as 
quartermaster or commissary. 

Mr. HUNTER. ‘That seems to bea bill which 
requires the Government to pay agents who were 
employed by this Mr. Crum. I think this ought 
not to be done. | hope the bill will be passed by 
informally. 

Mr. BADGER. As the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, who reported this bill, 
is not in his place, I move to postpone its further 
consideration until to-morrow. 


The motion was agreed to. 


JOHN T. SULLIVAN. 

The bill for the relief of John T. Sullivan was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides that the Postmas- 
ter General be authorized and required to pay to 
John T. Sullivan $1,670, out of the funds of the 
Post Office Department, for folding, cutting, and 
quarto binding 17,500 copies of laws and mstrue- 
tions to postmasters, under a contract made with 
him by the Postmaster General on the 27th of 
April, 1839; and also for folding, stitching, and 
bindine other laws and regulations subsequent to 
said contract, and for the storage of said laws. 

The bill was reported to the Senate and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


JOSEPH GIDEON. 


The bill for the relief of Joseph Gideon was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 


| tee of the Whole. It provides that the proper 


accounting officer of the Treasury be authorized 
and directed to settle and adjust the accounts of 
Joseph Gideon, as acting purser of the United 
States store-ship Fredonia, from December 18, 
1847, to May 16, 1848, and from June 8, 1848, to 
January 18, 1851, and to pay him the difference 
between the compensation of a captain’s clerk and 
an active purser for that time. 

Mr. FELCH called for the reading of the report 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

The Secretary read itaccordingly. It sets forth 
that Joseph Gideon was duly appointed by the 
commander of the store-ship Fredonia an acting 
purser on board, and that he faithfully executed 
the duties of purser in the Gulf of Mexico and on 
the Pacific coast, for the period mentioned in the 
bill. He also, at the same time, discharged the 
duties of captain’s clerk, for which he received 
compensation; but the committee deem him en- 
titled to the additional amount now proposed to 
be riven to him. 

The bill was reported to the Senate and ordered 
to be engrossed and read a third time. 


JOHN O. MEANS. 


The bill for the relief of John O. Means was 
read a second time,and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It provides that the proper 
accounting officer of the Treasury Department be 
authorized to settleand adjust the account of John 
O. Means, an acting purser on board the United 
States brig Dolphin, under the appointment of the 
commander of the squadron on the coast of Africa, 
and to allow him the pay of a purser while in the 
discharge of the duties of that appointment. 
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The bill was reported to the Senate, and ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 


PRIVATE LAND CLAIM. 

The bill to confirm the clamm of John Ervin to 
a certain tract of land in the Bastrop Claim, was 
read a second me, and the Senate proceeded to 
consider it as in Committee of the Whole. 

It provides that John Ervin shall be confirmed 
in his title to the land on which he resides, in the 
State of Louisiana, to the extent of six hundred 
and forty acres, to be taken by legal subdivisions 
so as to include his improvements; and that a pat- 


ent be issued to him fora leval survey of the sume 


under the direction of the Surveyor Creneral tor 
said State; provided that this act shall amount o y 
toa relinquishment of ude on the part of the Une 


ted States. 

Mr. FELCH asked for the readu yr of the re- 
port. 

lt was read accordingly. ltappears from it t 
wenty-three years since Vir. Ervin settled on and 
improved a tract of land in the Bastrop ¢ ulm, | 
the State of Loutsiana, on which he has ever since 
resided. Previous to his settlement the md had 
been sold by the grantee to a Mr. Ballanger, wh 


after having made some improvements, abandoned 


it and left the country, ind has not been heard 
of since, nor has any agent or heir appeared fon 
him, In consequen e of this, the umant! 

been enabled, as he intended to do, to pur ‘ ‘ 
title of Ballanger to the tract But he has held 
peaceableand uninterrupted possession long ene ‘ 
to give him, under the laws of Louisiana, a t 

by prescripuion against all claimants except t 
United States. An act of Congress was passed 
on the 3d of March, 185), whiel tended to 

a donation to settlers of twenty vears stand rand 
upwards it provided that the title of the United 
States should be relinquished against such perso 
‘This claimant would have been ¢ { ed to © be 
efit of this act but for the fact that he did net hold 
his lands of the oriemal erantlee This eing a 
mere technical point, the « Iimant, of course, is 
within the spirit and iutention of the act of 3d 
March, Iso. Lhe conmittee state, Also, tha 
claimant is a very old man, and tl t would be a 
very important thing for him,in his old age, te 


have his title Ssetwied. 

Mr. FELCH. ‘he chairman of the ee 
tee, |[Mr. Downs,| who reported this bill, not 
in his s . | would like to know what has been 
our lertition on this subject heretotore 

Mr. HALE. ‘This was a subject of considera 
tion in the Committee on Private Land Claims, 
and the committee unanimously agreed that this 
case re juired the attention of Congress lt isa 
case in which an individual has oecupied his land 
for more than twenty years; but the land was so 
situated that, for some reason or other, it Was rh 
open to entry. This individual has occupied the 
land for more than twenty vears. Nobody has 
disturbed him; nobody but the United States can 
disturb him. The committee deemed it proper 
that the claim of the United States to the land 
which he has occupied for more than twenty years 
should be relinquished. I hope the bill will pass. 
This claimant is a very old man, and this is buta 
trifling matter. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment. 

Mr. HELUNTER. | pre fer that the ball should 
lie over unul the Senator who reported it shall be 
in his seat, and we can hear some further expla- 
nation of it. I move to lay the bill on the table 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. SOULE. I hope this bill will pass. Iam 
sorry there should be any opposition to it if 
there is any opposition, | hope it will lie on the 
table until my colleague, who r¢ ported it, shall be 
in his place. 

Mr. HALE. I think the Senate did not listen 
to the reading of the report. If the Senate will 
vive their attention to its reading, I think there 
will be no necessity for a speech; for the report 
states the case very plainly. I asx that the report 
be again read. 

The report was again read. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I would like to hear the 
act of the 3d of March, 1851], referred to in the 
report, read. 

Mr. GWIN. I have no doubt as to the justice 
of this claim. I hope the Senate will pass it, 
The Senator from Louisiana, [{Mr. Downs ,] who 
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reported this bill, is not in his seat; and if there 
is any objection to the bill, L hope it will be passed 
over until he shall be here. For myself, 1 know 
of no objection to the bill. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. There is this objection 
to it,in my mind: I believe that this Bastrop 
Claim has recently been determined by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States to be an invalid 
claim, and good for nothing. It seems that a re- 
cent act has been passed extending preémption 
to the settlers on that claim. Hence, I 
suppose, this gentleman is entitled to a preémption 
right in common with other settlers. But he sets 
up a claim from a man by the name of Ballanger, 
who, he says, purchased from Bastrop, the ori- 
rinal grantee. The fact is evident, and he alleges it 
himself in his petition, that he intended to pur- 
Ballanger; but he never did acquire 
right or title whatever. It is, therefore, a 
case of a donation of land, as much so as any 
donation that has ever been presented to the con- 
sideration of Congress. I therefore called for the 
reading of the act of the 3d of March, 185], re- 
ferred to in the report, for the purpose of seeing 


rights 


‘hase from 


iny 


whether Congress had established the principle of 
making donations on this claim for 
twenty years’ settlement. If that be the case, I 
see no objection to placing this individual on the 
same footing with others; although I might have 
objected to such legislation originally. In regard 
to all these matters, which I have condemned for 
so many years here, [have gone upon the prin- 
ciple, that when you establish a certain rule, all 
persons should fare alike under it. Let ail enjoy 
the same benefits whose claims are alike. I called 
for the reading of the act with that view. Until 
we can look into the matter, I think no injury 
can be sustaind by letting this bill lie over. 

Mr. HALE. If there be any objection to 
this bill after [ shall state a single fact, I will not 
interpose any objection to its being laid over. It 
will be seen that the last clause of the bill is in 
these words: 


to settlers 


‘*Provided, That this act shall amount only to a relin- 
quishment of title on the part of the United States.” 

That is all it will do. [understand the Bastrop 
Claim as matter of a disputed ttle, and that the 
Supreme Court of the United States has decided 
that the grant was void. Congress, in 1851, at the 
lust session, passed an act for the relief of the set- 
tlers on the claim, by which it was provided, that 
the title of the United States should be religquished 
against all settlers who had been there over twenty 
vears. ‘This gentleman has been there for twenty- 
three years, not on land of the United States, but 
on land granted by Bastrop to a Mr. Ballanger, 
who has never appeared to claim it. Hence he 
has a good title by prescription, as against Bal- 
langer, or anybody else but the United States. It 
has been decided that his case does not come 
within the purview of the act; but the United 
States does not own the claim. All he asks is, 
that the United States shall relinquish what claim 
it has, if any, and leave him to contend with. Bal- 
langer and his heirs, if they ever should come. 
You may postpone the bill for twenty years, but 
you can never get the facts any plainer than they 
are. Theseare the facts of the case. Now, if the 
Senate wish it to lie over after this statement, I 
shall interpose no objection. 

Mr. DAWSON, Let it lie over. 

The Secretary, in pursuance of the request of 
Mr. Unperwoop, then read the following act: 

An Act for the settlement of certain classes of private land 
claims within the limits of the Baron de Bastrop Grant, 
and for allowing preémption to certain actual settlers, in 
the event of the final adjudication of the title of the said 
De Bastrop, in favor of the United States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa 
tives of the United States of America in Congress assem 
bied, That in the event of a final adjudication by the court 
in favor of the United States, on the ** Baron de Bastrop” 
claim in Louisiana, under the act of Congress approved on 
the ith June, 1844, entitled “ An act to provide for the 
‘adjustment of land claims within the States of Missouri, 
* Arkansas, and Loutsiana, and in those parts of the States 
‘of Mississippiand Alabama, south of the thirty-first degree 
‘of north latitude, and between the Mississippi and Perdido 
‘rivers,’*the registerand receiver for the Ouachita land dis 
ttric, Loutsiana, shall give public notice of the fact, in some 
newspaper circulating tin the vicinity of the land, and within 
twelve months from and after the date of the first publica 
tion of such notice, it shall and may be lawful for any ori 
ginal claimants of the classes hereinafter mentioned in this 
section of the present act, their heirs or legal representa- 
tives, to file with the aforesaid register and receiver notices 
descriptive of their claims, and specifying their precise lo- 
calities and area, with the testimony in support of the same : 

First: All bona fide claimants by purchase from De- | 


Bastrop, or those holding under him, where the land has 
been occupied and cultivated tor twenty years. 

Second: All bona fide claimants of * head rights,’’ for 
not exceeding six hundred and forty acres, their heirs or 
legal representatives, where the original claimant came 
over and settled the Jand under the contract between the 
Spanish Government and De Bastrop, even though the land 
was not actually sold or conveyed to suth original claim- 
ants by the said De Bastrop. 

Third: All bona fide claimants for not exceeding six 
hundred and forty acres, as actual settlers prior to the twen 
tieth December, eighteen hundred and three, where they 
have held such continued possession as to show that they 
identified themselves with the ownership of the land. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That after the expi- 
ration of the twelve months aforesaid, it shall be the duty 
of the register and receiver, pursuant to such instructions as 
may be given by the Commissioner of the General Land OF 
fice, to make a report with the notices, and all the testi 
mony, tothe General Land Office, specifying all such cases 
as in their opinion come within the principles recognized 
under the several heads mentioned in the foregoing section, 
and which according to those principles ought to be con 
firmed, and such as in their opinion ought to be rejected. 

Sec. 3 And be it further enacted, ‘Vat it shall be the 
duty of the Commissioner of the General Land Office to 
lay the report aforesaid before Congress for final action 
thereon; and all claims recommended for confirmation shall 
be reserved from sale until the final action of Congress on 
the report aforesaid, and all claims reported as rejected 
shall be treated as other public lands. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the claims num- 
bered forty, forty-four, forty-five, forty-six, forty-seven, 
forty-eight, and filty-one, favorably reported on by Daniel 
J. Sutton, as register for the district north of Red river, 
Louisiana, and entered in the first class of his report, dated 
first of January, eighteen hundred and twenty one, but on 
account of being within the limits of the Bastrop Grant, 
have been excluded trom the confirmatory provisions of 
the second section of the act of Congress approved Febru 
ary twenty-eight, eighteen hundred and twenty-three, en 
utled **An act supplementary to the several acts for the ad 
justment of land claims in the State of Lousiana,”’ be and 
the same shall be hela confirmed, in the event of the final 
adjudication of the Bastrop claim in favor of the United 
States as atoresaid: Provided, That this confirmation shall 
only operate as a relinquishment of title on the part of the 
United States, and shall in no way prejudice or afiect any 
sale, or other right existing at the time when the survey 
shall be executed, of the claims hereby conditionally con- 
firmed; and inthe event of the final adjudication of the 
Bastrop Grantas aforesaid, and upon the return of approved 
plats of survey for the claims specified in this section, re- 
linguishment patents shall be issued as in other cases. 

Sec. 5. And beit further enucted, Thatin the event ofa 
final adjudication, in favor of the United States, of the Bas- 
trop Claim, as contemplated by the first section of this act, 
every bona fide settler, on any part of said Jand, atthe time 
of the extension of the public surveys over the same, who 
is aman of family, widow, or single man over twenty-one 
years of age, and an actual housekeeper thereon, and who, 
but tor the reservation heretofore made of said land for the 
claim of the said Bastrop, would have been entitled to a 
right of preémption under some one of the preémption laws, 
be, and he is hereby authorized to enter the quarter section 
so resided on, or by adjoining legal subdivisions, so as to 
include his residence and land cultivated or improved, 
any number of acres not to exceed one hundred and sixty 
acres, upon making proof of such settlement, housekeep- 
ing, &c., to the satisfaction of the register and receiver, as 
in ordinary cases, at any time within a year after the public 
surveys are so extended over said land. 

ArprprRovep March 3d, 1851. 


Mr. SOULE. The Senate will perceive, from 
the act which has just been read, that very few 
cases are plainer than the one now presented to 
our consideration. [ myself am not willing, nor, 
indeed, am I ready now, to express any opinion 
as to the rights the claimant may hold under the 
laws of Louisiana, considering him as holding 
adversely to those who may claim under Ballan- 
I do not wish, therefore, to intimate what 
my opinion may be on that question. But cer- 
tainly the Senate will not insist upon acting on 
this case in the absence of the Senator who has 
presented it, and who is familiar with its merits, 
and who could explain any difficulty which any 
Senator might perceive inthe way. I will, there- 
fore, make a call upon the generosity and good 
feeling of the Senate to let the matter lie over, 
until my colleague shall be able to attend. 

Several Senators. Certainly. 

Mr. BADGER. The honorable Senator from 
Louisiana misunderstands entirely the purpose of 
those of us who desire that this matter shall not 
be laid over. We consider this a plain case. We 
want to pass the bill. The reading of the report 
of the committee, and the reading of the act of 
Congress, passed March 3, 1851, shows conclu- 
sively that Congress intended to provide for a class 
of cases precisely like the one now presented to 
our consideration. It is only by a technical diffi- 
culty that this person is precluded from the bene- 
fits of the act. And why should we not at once 
pass the bill, and release to him the title of the 
United States, if it has any? 

Mr. SOULE. If that be the intention of the Sen- 
ate I shall interpose no objection. On the con- | 
trary, 1 shall be quite willing to pass the bill now. | 


ger. 
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Mr. UNDERWOOD, 


Senate to act on the bill now, I wish to State 


objections to it, 


Mr. BADGER. 
Mr. SOULE. Then I will move 
the further consideration of the bill y 


row. 


if 


The motion was agreed to. 
GEORGE POINDEXTER. 

A bill for the relief of George Poindexte. , 

ported by the Committee on Military Affairs | 


then taken up and read a second time 
sidered by the Senate as in Committee or 


W hole. 
Mr. 


hear it read. 


The PRESIDENT. 


BRODHEAD. 


panying that bill? 


it be the will of the 


Is there a report 
If there is, | would 


There isa re; 


Jan. 30, 


& few 


Let it lie over, then, 


LO postpo 
ntl LO-mo i 


» and ¢ 


t 


ac 


ALKE 


pe rt wi 


was made some years past, but no report has | 


made this session. 


Does the Senator from Pp; 


sylvania wish that report to be read ? 


Mr. DA WS( 


IN. 


If the Senator from Pen) o 


vania will allow me, I will state, that this )j}) \, 
been reported upon year after year, and the [)q. 


partment has nly diddbpence the payment of : 


claim. 


The only di 


Pnce that arose betweey | 


claimant and the Department is, that he wanted 
certain words employed to#which the Departy, 
would not consent. ; 


Mr. BRODHEAD. 


draw the objection. 
The bill was then reported to the Senate with. 

out amendment, and was ordered to be engross 

for a third reading. 


WILLIAM MILLER. 


I am satisfied, and with. 


The Senate next proceeded to consider a bil! {oy 
the relief of William Miller. 
This was a bill reported from the Committee , 

Pensions, and provided that the Secretary of | 
Interior be directed to place the name of Wj 
Miller, of the State of Maine, on the roll of invalid 
pensioners for life at $8 per month, commencing 
on the Ist of January, 1852. 
The bill having been read a second time, was 
considered by the Senate as in Committee of thy 


Whole. 


There being no amendment, it was re- 


ported back to the Senate, and ordered to be ep- 
grossed for a third reading. 


EZRA WILLIAMS. 


A bill for the relief of Ezra Williams was read 
a second time, and considered by the Senate as ir 


Committee of the Whole. 


The bill provided that 


the Secretary of the Treasury be directed to pay 
to said Ezra Williams the sum of $590, in full for 
his services in preparing an alphabetical index, 
under the direction of Richard M. Young, Com- 
missioner-of the Land Office. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, and was ordered to be engrossed for 


| a third reading. 


IRA DAY=—INTEREST ON CLAIMS. 
The bill for the relief of Ira Day, of Vermont 


mittee of the Whole. 


| was read a second time, and considered as in Com- 
It provides that the Post- 


master General be authorized and required to pay 
to Ira Day, of Vermont, $1,008 90, together with 
the interest thereon from the Ist of July, 189i, 
out of the funds of the Post Office Department, 11, 
full for the balance due to him for transporting the 
mail from Royalton to Burlington, in the aforesat 
State, from January, 1833, to July, 1537. 


Mr. 


HUNTER. 


I perceive, Mr. President, 


that there is an allowance for interest provided for 
in that bill. This is altogether unusual, and | 
move to amend the bill by striking out the words 
| together with the interest thereon from the 1s! 
| day of July, 1837.”’ , 
Mr. UPHAM. I hope the Senator from Vir- 


| ginia will hear the report read before he makes 


that motion. 


if he will attend to the report, ¢ 


| will see the ground on which this interest 1s recol- 
mended to be paid. im 
Mr. HUNTER. I am quite willing to hea! 


| ported for the relief of the petitioner—one in | 


the report read 


The Secretary read the report, 


from which tt 


appeared that two bills had heretofore been re 


839 


and the other in 1840—and that the facts of th 
| case were set forth in a report to the Senate during 
the third session of the twenty-fifth Congress 
From that report it appeared that James Barker 
and others were contractors for transporting @ 
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ly mail for four years, from Boston ( Mass.) to 
ae ton, Montpelier, and Burlington, for the sum 


»%@)2,250 per annum, commencing on the Ist of 
ary, 1533, and ending in January, 1837. In 

. month of October, 1834, the Postmaster Gen- 
‘ordered the mail to be discontinued one day 
week on that part of the route between Roy- 
nd Burlington, which part of the route was 
med by the contractors to the petitioner. Un- 
“this order of the Postmaster General, the 
from Boston arrived at Royalton on Saturday 
ing, and remained over until the Monday 
ning following. That the inconvenience to 
‘he public in consequence of this order was such 
"he postmasters on the route, and other citi- 

. golicited and urged the petitioner to continue 
‘raysportation of the mail daily, notwith- 
ding the said order of the Postmaster General. 
The petitioner did so, and thus the line was un- 
ken, and the mail was transported regularly 

, Boston to the capital of Vermont, and thence 
rington, and vice versa, every day in the 

k. The peutioner, therefore, claimed this sum 
¢4],008 90, being the sum withheld from him by 

Postmaster General on account of the order 
eadVv mentioned. 

rhe committee further reported, that if this order 
id been carried out, it would have occasioned 

eat inconvenience to the public; that it would 
have delayed the mail thirty-six hours in one of 

most important and productive routes in that 
tion of the country; that the order, though 

worary on its face, was doubtless signed as a 

s of affording temporary relief to the Depart- 

:. which was then in an embarrassed condition; 
i that the service having been thus rendered at 
the request of the postmasters and other citizens 

n the route, and having contributed greatly to 
‘onvenience of the public, the petitioner should 
istice and equity be paid for it. 

|t further appeared that the mail was carried by 
the petitioner at the request of the Postmaster 
General, after the contract had expired, namely: 
from the Jst of January, 1837, to the Ist of July, 
in the same year; and that the same rate of de- 
duction (one seventh) was retained by the Post- 
master General, and was included in the amount 
slaimed. 

The committee further reported, that they had 
not been able to find any power vested in the Post- 
master General, authorizing him to make such an 
der, and that the only clause in the contract au- 
thorizing the Postmaster General in any way to 
nterfere with it was one which provided, that if 
the route, or any part of the route, therein men- 
tioned, should be discontinued by act of Congress, 
or should, in the opinion of the Postmoster Gen- 
erel, become useless, or if aline of stages or steam- 
boats should be established on the whole or any 
part of it, where the mail was not socarried under 
the contract, then the contract itself, or such part 
of it, should cease to be binding on the Postmaster 
General, by giving notice of such event to the party 
contracting, and making allowance of one month’s 
exua pay. Under this clause the committee were 
of opinion that the Postmaster General had no 
power to discontinue the mail one day in the week. 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. Upnam] desired that I would wait for the 
reading of the report before I pressed my amend- 
ment. Well, sir, I have heard it read, and upon 
hearing it l am not convinced that the principal is 
due, much less the interest. It seems that this 
contractor insisted on discharging this service, al- 
though the Postmaster General had expressly 
desired that it should be discontinued. Now, sir, 
by the report read, in which there is furnished a 
clause of the contract, it appears that the Post- 
master General had a right to discontinue the con- 
tract for the whole route, and for the whole time, 
ii he thought proper; and certainly if he had a 
nght to discontinue it for the whole, he had a 
right to discontinue it for a part; and if this did 
hot meet the views of the contractor he might have 
thrown his contract up. He only continued, in 
despite of the order of the Postmaster General, 
0 discharge such services as he thought would 
be advantageous to those on the route. Now, if 
this is to be allowed and sustained by Congress 
inthis case, others will do the same. Instead, 
therefore, of paying the principal and interest, I 
think that this claimant is not entitled to either. 
esides, sir, | do not see why we should pay 
interest in this case, when we uniformly refuse to 


pay itin all others. We had a case here a very 
short time ago of a similar kind, it seems to me, in 
which the Senate refused to pay interest, although 
they did pay the principal. see, therefore, no 
reason why the interest should be paid here. 

Mr. UPHAM. I understand the Senator from 
Virginia to say that he doubts the equity of this 
claim on its merits, or in other words, that he 
would not pay either principal or interest, because 
the claimant continued the service, notwithstand- 
ing the order of the Postmaster General discon- 
unuing it. This claim came before us at the last 
session of Congress, as we have seen by the report 
referred to. Atthat time I had not looked into 
the contract to see what powers were vesied in 
the Postmaster General, or in other words, I had 
not looked into the terms or the form of the con- 
tract. Since that time, however, | have examined 
this matter, and I find that the Postmaster Gen- 
eral expressly reserves to himself the right to alter 
the contract and reduce the pay for services to be 
performed on a route under certain circumstances. 
{ then went back to the year 1833, when this par- 
ticular contract was made, and [| find no such 
clause in regard to it, noi any such power reserved 
as is now reserved. The only clause in the con- 
tract under which the Postmaster General claims 
to exercise this power, is In the following words: 

“It is mutually understood by the contracting parties, 
that if the route, or any part of the route herein mentioned 
shall be discontinued by act of Congress, or, in the opinion 
ofthe Postmaster General, becomes useless; or if a line of 
stages or steamboats shall be established on the whole or 
any part of it, where the mail is not so carried under this 
contract, then this contract, or such part of it, shall cease 
to be binding on the Postmaster General, he giving notece 
of such event, and making allowance of one month’s extra 
pay.”’ 

Now, under this clause it appears that the 
power of the Postmaster General is derived alto- 
cether from the contract itself. What, then, had 
the Postmaster General a right to do under this 
contract? In the first place, let me remark that 
the mail route is one thing, and that the contract 
is another. This contract provides that if any 
portion of the mail route shall be discontinued by 
Congress, cr if, in the opinion of the Postmaster 
General, such route, or any part of it, may be- 
come useless, he may discontinue the whole or a 
part, as the case may be, by giving notice there- 
of, and by making an allowance of one month’s 
extra pay. But, sir, there is no clause in this 
contract authorizing the Postmaster General to 
reduce the service to be performed on a route. If 


| he has contracted for too much service, that is his 


misfortune; but he certainly has no right to cur- 
tail, or reduce it, so long as the route over which 
he contracted to transport the mail continues to be 
a mail route. If it should cease to bea mail route 
in consequence of the provisions of any act of 
Congress, or if he himself should discontinue it 
as a mail route, on the ground that it has become 
useless, then the contract, so far as it relates to 
that portion of the mail route which has been dis- 
continued, shall not be binding on the Postmaster 
General. All that he could do under this contract 
isto putan end to it, if Congress should repeal the 
law making it a mail route, or if, by reason of 
other circumstances, it should become useless as 
a mail route. What, then, is a mail route? I 
understand it to be a road or way. Congress 
makes a road a mail route by special act. The 
Postmaster General contracts for the services to 
be performed on that route, and under the old form 
of contract, he could not reduce the service from a 
daily mail to a semi-weekly, or tri-weekly, or 
weekly mail; but under the new form of contracts 
entered into, there is a clause authorizing him to 
alter the schedule; and if, in his opinion, the ser- 
vice contracted to be performed is not required, he 
may curtail, or reduce, or terminate that service. 
Now, if under the old form of contract the Post- 
master General had such authority, why afterwards 
strike out that old clause, and substitute a new 
one? It is clear to my mind, and the committee 
were unanimous in their opinion, that under this 
form of contract entered into in the year 1833, 
the Postmaster General could not reduce a daily 
mail to a tri-weekly, or semi-weekly mail; or, 
in other words, he could not strike out one trip, 
or two trips, or three trips. This was illustra- 
ted here the other day in the case of Dwinell, of 
Maine. The Senate passed an act to give him 
$13,000. He contracted to run a daily mail on a 


| certain route in Maine. Now, although this was 
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a profitab e route in the summer, it was found to 
be unprofitable in winter, in consequence of ob- 
structions on the route. What did the Postmaster 
General doin this case? Did he reduce the ser- 
vice? No; he applied to the contractor and in- 
duced him to consent to diminish his number of 
trips to three in the week, with a promise to pay 
him a sufficient compensation In this case we 
passed a bill the other day giving 813,000, without 
interest, for the damage he sustained. hat bill 
was passed by striking out the interest But if the 
committee are correct in the legal view they have 
taken of this question, there is no doubt about the 


interest. If, at the end of the contract, the Post 


master General retamed one seventh of the money 
then due, and refused to pay | over, that party is” 
is much entitled to interest as the state of New 
Hampshire wason money advanced to carry on the 


We have passed 1 ri this 
sessie@n to pay interest m this New tlampshire case 
and we have also passed a similar ball in ti 


Indian Stream war. 


e cane 
of Georgia. Now, here is a b to pay 
belonging to the petitioner, which is re ained in 
the hands of the Postmaster General: and I eall o 
Senators to show me the au hority of the Pos 
master General to reduce the amount of the service 
contracted to be pertormed on this maal route it 
has never been discontinued as a mail route. It 
still a great thoroughfare from Boston, by wav of 
Royalton, Montpelier, and Burlington, to Mor 
treal, and therefore it never can be discontinued. 
The report shows that it is still a mail route; and 
the principle contended for Is, that while it Wasa 
mail route, and was not discontinued bv the Pos 
master General, he could not mterfere with the 
amount of servfee which he contracted to have 
performed on that route. That is the legal view 
of the case. Butat the last session of Congress, 
upon the equitable view of the case, that he had 
expended this money and had furnished carriages, 
horses and harness, and drivers, to run this great 
mail every day in the week, it was thought right 
that this money should be paid. This order was 
recarded as a temporary measure only during the 
embarrassed condition of the Post Office Depart 
ment. And the Department being relieved, and 
being now able to pay, the Senate, at the last Con- 
cress, passed a bill on principles of equity and jus- 
tice. But taking the other view of the subject, 
about which there is no doubt, 1 do not believe 
that there isa legal man in the Senate who will 
say tl the Postmaster General had any right to 
meductlitte service, 

Mr. MALLORY. From the report made by 
the committee, it can hardly be doubted by the 
Senate that the principal is justly due, and has 
been unjustly denied, and the objection is to the 
interest only. And now, when an opportunity is 
thus offered, I would like to hear Senators se 
forth some good and sufficient reason why, if 
Government pays Its just debts, it should not also 
pay damages, and be just and equal with all indi- 
viduals. ‘This refusal to pay interest upon the just 
debts of the Government, after having been refused 
to claimants for twenty or thirty years, has grown 
up by what? Not by any act of Congress, but 
simply by the construction of the clerks in the 


Departments. Itis a simple rule of the Depart- 
ment, originating in the fear that if interest were 
allowed the Treasury would be exhausted. Now, 


whether it would or would not, has nothing to do 
with this question, ‘The only question is, Wha 
does justice require of us? That is the only ques- 
tion which would be demanded by a court and 
jury. But Government has frequently gone be 

hind this precedent of refusing interest, and has 


paid interest. I could refer to some fifty cases in 
which it has been done, thus setting aside the de- 
cisions of the Departments. I feel an interest in 


this question of interest on claims, and should 
like to hear those who say that this Government 
is not hound to pay interest show some good rea- 
son why. The philosophy of the objection is 
this: that the Government is always presumed to 
be ready to pay its debts. But this is a fiction of 
the imagination. You go to a Department, and 
you ask for payment of a claim, and you do not 
vet it. Your acts of Congress prove the time 
when the debt was due, and that 1s the time from 
which interest should commence and from which 
it should be paid. Now . the theory failing, the 
practice should be set aside, and the Government 
should act with the same justice and equity which 
would be expected from individuals. 
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Mr. RUSK. The from 
scarcely could have attended to the reading of the 
report. cannot be in earnest when he ex- 
presses any doubt as to the duty of the Govern- 
ment to pay the principal. This contract was 
made for the transportation of a daily mail. ‘The 
Postmaster General, arbitrarily, without any 
authority in the law, and without any authority 
in the contract, reduced the service one seventh. 
Now he had no right whatever to violate this con- 
Hie made the contract for carrying the 
mail daily over the route, and then reduced it one 
And for what? For the purpose of re- 
leving himself and the Department from embar- 


Senator 


»'% 
or ne 


ract 


eventh. : 


gassment, He had no right to make this reduction, 
either from the law, or the terms of the contract. 
Mr. HUNTER. IL know nothing about the 


terms of the contract; but I wish to ask whether 
there was any provision in the contract that the 
Postmaster Greneral micht discontinue the whole 
service whenever he should choose to do it? 

Mr. RUSK. 


might be 


The route and the whole service 


discontinued, 


if Congress chose to dis- 
Or if, in the opinion of the 
the entire was 
ss, he might discontinue the entire service, but 
with a compensation to the contractors which 
at time he entered into 
contraet, and that wes one month’s extra pay. 
"The General 
hole service by giving one month’s extra pay; 
and if send the mail on another 
Congress discontinued the route. 
in this instance, the Postmaster General vi- 


e} 


continue the route, 


Postmaster General, route use- 
] 
ié 


he understood the 


Postmaster could 


} 
he chose to 


then 


eute, 


olates the terms of the contract for the benefit of 


he De 


iywhere 


partment. It is not pretended nor stated 
that not the fact. It 


stated that there was anv less necessity for carry- 


such is is not 


ug a daily mail afier the contract was made than 


it the time itt was made. And it is shown that 
there wus constently a necessity for a daily mail, 
by the faet that afterwards a new contract was 
made for carrying the mail daily. Testimony 
was produced before the committee, showing that 
there was vreat inconvenience, not only with re- 


rard to the mail, but with regard to the business 
sad the travel on that route, in consequence of the 
iewlect to ran the stages on one day in the week. 
Not only individuals engaged in business, but 
everybody in that v einity demanded that this man 
heuld go on and comply with his contract. He 
so, and Government has pocketed pe 
the services which he rendered in striet com 


phance with his contract. 


aia 


rf 


The simple question is, 
has the Postmaster General, when he is authorized 
by no law, simply on aecount of the embarrass- 
nent of the Department, a right to violate a con- 
Even if it 
vere put upon the ground that the service was 
not necessary, the contractor would be entitled to 
ompensation according to the law. 

Now with revard to the interest. 


tract between him and another party ? 


Mr. Dwinell, which was discussed the other day, 
| believe the Senator from Delaware put the re- 
fusal to pay interest on the ground that he had 
siepped over his rights, and did not demand them; 
and because IT could not answer a question put by 
the Senator from Geormta, and show that Mr. 
had commenced a prosecution imme- 
diately, and had made his demand upon the Gov- 
his interest struck out. But the 
y different with regard to this claim. 
‘This party has made his demand for interest all 
the time; he came here as early as 1839 and made 
his claim. I do not think, under the circum- 
stances, it can be pretended that the Postmaster 
(ieneral had the slirhtest right to violate—as he 
did yviolate—this contract. 


Dwinell 
ernment, was 


case 


is very 


It therefore becomes 
a legal, just,and equitable debt against the United 
States, beginning in 1837, and here it has been 
every session of Congress. Because we have de- 
layed the payment of the claim, is it his fault? 
Here is aman who performed his contract, the 
Government taking the benefit of his services, and 
yethe has been constantly asking you to pay, and 
has failed to obtain it on account of our delay. 
The interest has accrued because you have ne- 
glected to do him justice before. . 

Mr. BADGER. Aecording to the terms of the 
contract entered into with the Postmaster General, 
itwas agreed between the two parties that the con- 
tractor should transport a daily mail upon this 
route. There was a power reserved to the Post- 
master General, and but one power; and that was, 


the | 


discontinue the | 


In the case of 


Virginia 


‘the Government and manifested his right, and 
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to make the contract cease. And in order to put 
an end to the contract, either for the whole dis- 
tance, or for any portion of the distance, one of 
two things must happen: either that Congress 
should discontinue the post route, or that the Post- 
master General should himself discontinue it, upon 
the ground that it had ceased to be necessary; that 
it had become useless. That is the state of the 
The Postmaster General had a right to 
make an end to the contract, but he had no right 
to alter the terms of the contract, to conunue to 
enforce it as to a part, and put it out of force as to 
the rest. The honorable Senator from Virginia 
says, that if he had a right to put an end to the 
contract altogether, he had a right to put an end to 
a part. Surely that is very inconclusive reasoning. 
Two men may enter into acontract, and theremay 
be terms used to give liberty to the parties to take 
such a position as if the contract had never been 
made in a certain event; but surely it would be 
very strange to say, that the contract shall be in 
force for so much, and not in force for the residue. 
I undertake to say there is no foundation for such 
The Postmaster General had a right 
to put an end to the contract; butif it was in force 
at all, it was in force altogether. When he said, 
You shall not carry the mail seven days ina week, 
and shall carry it but six days in a week, his decla- 
ration was absolutely illegal: it was in violation 
of law, and of the contract. The Postmaster Gen- 
eral has no more control over such a contract than 
one individual has over his own contract with an- 


case, 


a position. 


other, except so far as some law gives him control, 


or some reservation in the contract has put it in 
his power to control it. He says to this man, [ 
do not put an end to the contract. Not at all. 
But I say, youshall carry the mail six days in the 
week, and not Now, the Senator from 
Virginia says, if the contracter did not like that, 
all he had to do was to put an end to the contract, 
by refusing to carry the mail atall. | deny that 
If the order of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral was illegal, then the contract stood as if he 
had not made the order. The contractor stood 
ready to perform the whole service, and he had a 
richt to do it; and if he had a right to perform the 
service, he had a right to the compensation. The 
whole question, then, is, whether officers of the 
United States have a right to make contracts and 
violate them. 

With regard to the payment of interest, I agree, 
to a considerable extent, with the honorable Sen- 
ator from Florida, that Government should set an 
example of doing perfect justice, and should apply 
the same rules with respect to claims upon the 
Government that it is in the habit of enforcing in 
order to secure justice to itself, 
rule, 


seven. 


conclusion. 


There is no other 
Now if this were the case of an individual, 
1 would be extremely glad to know upon what 
principle the interest should be denied on this 
claim for a single hour. A certain sum of money 
became due to this person for the discharge of his 
contract, and the Postmaster General refused to 
pay him a portion of it; he withheld and kept it. 
It was a sum certain then due. The party to pay 
knew what he had to pay, and the party to receive 
knew what he had to receive. Iundertake to say, 
that under such circumstances, there is no court 
in the world—or, at least, no court where the 
common law prevails, that would fail to award to 
the claimant the interest on the debt. It is due on 
the principal, which was agreed to be paid ata 
certain time. If the amount is absolutely certain, 
and if payment is refused, it is clear that in every 
such case interest is due. Therefore, in such a 
case as this, as it is a plain rule of justice between 
individuals, as it is a rule which Government in- 
flexibly enforces upon all its debtors, Government 
cannot maintain its integrity in its dealings with- 
out doing to others what it requires others to do 
to it. 

I admit that if a person has a claim against the 
Government of the United States—a claim, as we 
lawyers call it, sounding in damages—if demands 
are made and investigation is had to ascertain what 
is due, Government stands with regard to that just 
as individuals do. If one individual has a demand 
against another for damages, uncertain in amount, 
the law itself does not give interest upon these 
damages. There are cases in which interest may 
be given as a matter of discretion, but cannot be 
taken as a matter of right. The same rule applies 
here. If a man has preferred his claim against 


| there is proof that Government has not made nr 
vision to pay, either for want of time 
upon it in Congress or for 
that in such a case there is a right to the interac 
from the time he has verified his claim, w 
recard to the right of this particular claimant the 
is no manner of doubt. . 
had said, 1 will reduce the service 
mail twice or three times in a week, the m 
have disposed of his horses, his stages, and 
drivers; but here he was required to disco; tis 
for one day only, and of course all the exne.. 
for horses, coaches, and drivers, had to be ea 
up. 
sequence of the diminution of the service, | 
was deprived of his compensation. 
in the extreme, and plainly illegal, and there; 

| as the Senator from Vermont has said, this | 
has aclear claim for principal and interest y, 
legal grounds, as well as upon principles of den va 
and justice, which 1 hope we shall never forcet 


this Hall. 


the principal, I find [ was mistaken, 
expressed an opinion a short time ago, | had 

no other opportunity @@Pexamine the case, exe, 
as I got it from the hasty reading of the bil 
report from the desk of the Secretary. 
inclined to think, upon further examining it, +} 
the Postmaster General had not authority to ; 
tail the service as he did. , 
the interest, it is quite a different matter; and 
geems to me that if we are going to make t! 

test question in relation to the subject of inter; 
it had better be laid over until we have a fj 
Senate. 
far from agreeing that the same rule should « 
ern us in the payment of interest, which 

govern a private individual. 
dividual may at any time make a tender and 
his debt; and a private individual in general | 
the protection of the statute of limitations, 
every claim is presented, no matter how old; a 


such is the presumption. 
counting officers, and we make laws 


'| which is not founded on law, and which he can- 











Jan. 30, 


to Das 
any other reason, | 


ext 


If the Postmaster Gen, 
to Carryine ; 
an mich: 


He did not save one dollar of expense in o, 


ut he 
It was un 


Mr. HUNTER. 


I confess that in relation ; 


Wher { 


| am } 


Sut, sir, in relatic 


It is a very important question. | 


Why, av private 


He 


what an inducement, what a temptation, do we 
not hold out to persons to keep back their clain 
and not to urge a speedy settlement, if we allow 
interest? Even adopting the rule laid down by 
the Senator from North Carolina, that interest 
mus be paid from the time when the demand 
made, how easy would it be for any man to fil 
his petition and then to say to his friend: Y; 
need not push it at this session, nor the next 


session, for | am not ready, for this reason or t} 


And after a long lapse of time, when it would be 
difficult to sift and examine testimony, then hi 
may come in and get his claim passed, and get a 
larce sum for arrearages of interest. 

If you allow interest in such a case as this, | 


cannot see why it should not be allowed in any 


case in which you admit that an individual is en- 
titled to money and to relief from this Govern- 
ment. And if you do allow interest on su 
claims as this, there is no telling where these ( 
mands will end. I believe it is the principle 
all Governments to deny interest in cases of this 
sort. I believe it is a principle, that the Govern- 
ment is presumed to be always ready to pay 
Such certainly is the case with our Government, 
as soon as a claim is ascertained to be due. But 
how is that to be ascertained ? Why, first, if the 
individual has a legal claim, he goes to the proper 
accounting officer and itis passed there—at leas’, 
We have proper ac- 
for their 
cuidance in the settlement of legal claims. If 
an individual has no legal claim, but chooses to 
appeal to the equity of the case, he comes here, 
and it isto be presumed that finally it will be 
passed, if it is just and equitable. We know, 


| however, that this is a cumbrous and inefficient 
body for the examination of claims; and are we 


to make the United States liable for interest !0 
every case in which this body may fail to ac 
speedily upon claims after a demand is made, n° 
matter how old the claim may be? If we estal- 
lish such a principle as this, we shall find that the 
public Treasury will soon be involved in embar- 


| rassments which we little anticipate. 


Besides that, if we adopt this principle we shall 
be holding out temptations to persons to keep 
back their claims until it would be difficult to con- 
trovert them, in order that they may obtain inter 
est. I believe that when a man has a claim 








ums. If 
yoses 

PS here, 
will be 
» know, 
vefficlé 

| are we 
terest in 
il to act 
iade, 

ye estab- 
that the 
| embar- 


we shall 
to keep 
t to con- 
in inter- 
a claim 


he can- 





passed at the proper Department by the 
ne officers, when he comes here mer ly 
zs ,l to our equity, oftener than otherwise 
1ims are passed from a sentiment of be- 

ther than from a sense of justice, l 


it would be exceedingly dangerous to al- 


elit 


terest in such a case. It would be carrying 
principle of equity, this idea of generosity on 


, claims are based, quite too far if we were 
rhe Senator from Florida says that this ques- 
» be tested on this bill. if it is to be tested, 
o be tested ina full Senate l ho} e, 
-that this bill will be laid over until we 
have more Senators present, in order that we 
settle the prineiple on my yeas and nays. 
\fr. RUSK. IL hope this bill will not be laid 
The question on the geet: it will not 
the principle as to whether the Government 
nay interest or not in all cases. The honor- 
Sel itor from Virginia concedes that this is a 
debt, and that it ought to be paid. The facts 
ise establish such a conclusion beyond 


ibt. I hope, then, that no apprehension, 


t 


don the negligence of Con gr SS In Investi- 
his claim here tofor@w ill induce the Senate 
none until to-morrow that which ippea ils { 


oO 
senst of j just ice te -day. If we pass this bill 


dav as it is, It does not follow that to-morrow 
shall be oommneiiad to pay interest on every 

erclaim. Your ste atute-books are full of such 
vances. It is a question of justice toward a 

tor of the Government, and I apprehend that 

wes like this might be found where interest 

s been allows. Yet, no principle binding on 
( eress, no pret ‘edent is set by them. This is 

rycase. It stands on its own merits. Here 

1. debt which, it is admitted on all hands, 

¢ Why, then, should we A fangtin the pay- 
t of interest on a debt admitted to be due? All 
that this debt was due to the individual in 

1536. The facts of the case will not warrant any 
r conclusion. There has been no laches on the 
tof this individual. ‘There has been no delay 
his part. If the honorable Senator would ex- 

ne the p upers in the case, he would see that 
individual was anxious to get his mone y as 

y as he could. As soon as it was due, he 
ed it from the Department. He then: -alled on 
Congress the very year following. ‘The simple 
estion now is—it being admitted on all hands 
this money is due—whether we will pay in- 

est on it, or whether we will turn him off with- 
interest ? Appre -+hensions mi Ly be entertained 
egard to the managers of claims, and whether 

y push them forward or not; but this man is 

t responsible for the fault of others. He is not 

ponsible for those who may tramp up ¢ laims 

nst the Government, and seek to get interest. 

He is not, and ought not to be, by any logical de- 
tion, made to suffer for the carelessness and 
iy of Congress in adjusting his claim. He per- 
rmed services for the Government in 1837, for 
ie all admit he should be paid. The Govern- 

t have enjoyed for fifteen years together the 
They have all that length 
ftime kept this money which is justly due to 

m. Now, the simple question is, not an estab- 
shment of a principle which is to bankrupt the 
Treasury, but an appeal to the discretion of Sen- 

rs, whether or not interest ought not to be al- 
lowed in addition to the principal. 

Mr. BAYA RD. It is not my intention to con- 
test the principal which is claimed in this case, 
though T by no means can admit even that that 

ight not be contested successfully. 1 agree that 
on the terms of the contract, as stated by the hon- 

ible Senators from North Carolinaand Vermont, 
there Was no power civen to the Postmaster Gen- 

lto curtail the contract. Be it so. But we 
lust know the exact terms of the order he gave. 
ile had power, under the contract, to discontinue 
the service altogether. It is perfectly proved that 
he could not, under it, give an order to the party 
to perform service only six or five days out of the 
service, or on alternate days; but suj ppose the or- 
der is, **I consider that the i inte rests of the Govern- 
nent require that the mail should be transported 
only on six di 1ys in the week; if you are willing to 
m idify your contract I will continue it; if you 
Will not, I will discontinue it altogether.’? Had 

t the Postmaster General power to impose 
lose terms upon the party? If the party assents 
that —and that I believe was the nrovision which | 


A 


rofits of his services. 
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existed before new provisions were inserted in 
more modern contracts—of course he becomes 
bound by it. In this particular case, it seems 
that the individual chose to transport the mail on 
the additional day on the request of citizens in 
theneighborhood. Although the Postmaster Gen- 
eral had no power which he could exercise directly 
in ordering the curtailing of the contract, yet it 
might be exercised under the general power of dis 
continuance by an order for its discontinuance, if 
the party did not assent to the curtailment. That 
that power hi is been exercised in cases of a simi- 
lar character, I am well satisfied. Whether those 
were the terms of the order in this particular case 
I have no knowledge. 

I am not disposed, howeve r, to deny the relief 
to the petitioner to the extent of the principal 
sum claimed. 


On the question of interest it is mor@important, 
and I hope the Senate will postpone the further 
consideration of the subject, because, to my mu a. 
it has been placed | ry the Sons itor from North C 
olina, {Mr. Bape ER, | and the Senator from F 
ida, {Mr. Manwory,} upon grounds differing from 
those upon which I supposed it ought to stand. | 


do not tee! prepared, at] resent, lo go inte » the sub- 


jectas extensively as might do in case it was 


postponed. | will state eeowally. however, that 
the view I take in relation to this matter of interest 
is this: except where there is an agreement to pay 
interest, there is no moral obligation to pay it. All 
the rest is conventional. Itis not a question ot 
justice. It is pure] ly a question of conventional 
law; and you may authorize that interest shall be 
recovered as between individuals in different States, 
according to the statutes or enactments. There is 
no question of justice aboutit. It is merely a con 
ventional question and a question of expediency. 
Accordingly you will find in some countries, that 
interest is allowed at one rate, and in others ata 
hicher rate, according to the exigencies of the 
country in which the law exists. And you will 
find that in certain classes of claims, interest is al 
lowed in some States of the Union, and in Great 
Britain, but in other countries it is not allowed, 
because itis ener red contrai y to the poli y or to 
the arbitrary laws of the country. ‘There is no 
principle of morals which requires the payment of 
interest upon a claim, unless it is founde duponan 
express agreement to pay it, or unless the laws of 
a particular country demand that it should be so 
paid. 

Then it is a mere question of statutory enact- 
ment. If that be so, it is not a question of justice 
as to whether this Government shall allow inter- 
est to an individual on aclaim after it has acknowl- 
edged the claim. It is simply a question of policy 
and ex xpedie ney as regards the action of the Gov- 
ernment. The Senator from Florida may produce 
fifty cases in which interest has been allowed: but 
I apprehend that more than five hundred cases 
may be foundin which, although the claims were 
just as meritorious as that befcre you, it has been 
denied. In other words, the principle of this Gov- 
ernment, as 1 understand it—no matter how it 
arose—and also, | would say to the Senator from 
Florida, the settled principle of the British Govern- 
ment, as | have understood, is not to allow inter- 
est on claims against the Government. There is 
no injustice in that, if the law determines that the 
Government is not to be responsible for interest. 
The reason that is poe is, that the Government 
is always supposed to be ready t o pay. And so 
itis. It is read y to pay when it acknowledges the 

claim; but its policy > is that it shall not be respon- 
sible for interest. I consider that this is a neces- 
sary policy for all Governments, especially for one 
like our own, when they allow no suit against 
themselves. We require a party to come before 
us when he has a claim which is not recoverable 
under your ordinary laws; if it is so recoverable, 
he can get it atonce. We allow him no means of 
suing the Government, but tell him he must come 
before the Congress of the United States; and we 
decide in the particular case whether the claim is 
sustainable against the Government; and I am sorry 
to say that, so far as my observation extends, it 
seems to me that, instead of deciding judicially on 
general principles which ought to govern alicl lasses 
of cases, the rule appears to be the partic ular par- 
tiality or particular opinions that may be enter- 
tained of the individual merits of the case, without 
reference to any general principle. For my own 
\| part, under these circ aaelaadd es, I should s: ry that 


the Gavernment could never be sal 


a d the » } t i ) } y 
Lere on cl is where ere Was no expre 
lh LO i) In ise Ol loa . i 
agreement to pay If in the co i you a 
to pay interest, ind do 1 ao it, yo mums i 
brea hy of morais, but 1 ther case s you do not 
Hence itis purely a cony ‘ i rue mn. Tl 
reason which is given i , perhaps, though techm 
cal in its character, sound in itse It is founded 
upon this: the distinction between individuals and 
Governments. 1s regard individ . e det 
Is aways bound ( seek 
wherever he may be whenever e debt due. In 
the case of the Government, the credi Ou! 
to come and demand from t! Grovernn & oe 
tha places them in an ¢ rely dilfere 
There is no analogy between the cases Be 
even as between individu - \ 
morality and justice that requires the \ 
interest | Sa e I y iv 
which interest is clair Go to |} | 
i. judgment youcannot 1 ver ere i 
in most of the sta 3s of ti { I } 
recoverable on ; iiement Che t s | 
more extended in this country than in EF) i 
but : 

Mr. BADGER. DoT under d es 
to say that interest cannot be recove 
ment 

Mr. a ARD. In England it cannot 

Mr. \DG! R Not bb A et j le 

Me BAYARD It cannot in an acti f de 
or on a judgement, i dl | pr tl ! 
that is, that the party having the d ent 
bound to execute tl i once, al lit saduty t 
do it, and if he does not, the aw a 
him to recover interest upon it L dk 
that Lam right in this; but whether | am or 
matters little in this case My obje 
that this matter of interest is conve on | 


State, you find mterest allowed at the rate oi 


per cent., In another at seven, othe ‘ \ 
and in other countries at four or five, W 
called the le ral rate of wnterest If a ‘ i 

f justice, independent ot a pe ive vy. W ul 
require the payment of interest, should b ne 
same in all cases; and here, if this principle of jus 
tice 18 a yplicable to the docts é é . 

if it Is not a matter of policy or exp the V,t 
result would be, that when a clain ri sag 


thre U nited state ln a State in which he usu 
vai Sao st wa ten per cent., the Govern ‘ 
ought to pay ten per cent., 1 I 1 State where the 


rate Was seven per centl., It Ought to pay seven per 


cent.; if in a State where it was six per cent 

ought to pay SIX per cent. But the 

purely conventional. It is the policy of the Go 

ernment not to admit interest 1 n cla , wher 
has not agreed to do it, with e ext ed i 

and that is this: When a im under the ordinary 

laws of the Government would be payable out of 


your Treasury, and from a failure to appropriat 


and to acknowled 4 the claim, wil bh, it tne li 


ment the appropriation is mace, will be payable, 
then the principle on which the policy stands, t t 
the Government is always ready to pay an a 

knowledged « aim, is there Vie lated That Is One 
case where interest should be allowed l know 


of no other exception In which | would be willing 


to pay interest. The great objection to this rule 





is this: A vast number of claims may be | 
sented here where there may be a difficulty in 
passing bills, sometimes from the want of a proper 
present ition of the claim, sometimes from the wa 


of proper evidence to support it, and at other umes 
possibly, though we cannot presume that, on a 
y. : oe 
count of the negligence or non-performance of duty 
f 


by the committee to which it w referred, or there 


may be higher public business in the body preced 
ing it. Sut there are always, Indepel dent of proper 
claims, a vast number of claims presented to the 
Government, many of which are positively bad, 
many of whir h are doubtfi in their character. If, 
then, you adopt the prine ipl e that you wil | pay in 
terest upon claims, you must do it in all cases, 
you do it inany. There is nothing which d: 
tinguishes this case, that | can see, from any 


other case in which we admit the justice of the 
claim. If you admit the justice of the claym 
you must admit that it was just at the tume the 
transaction took place. But under the rule we 


contend, that if it is right it only exists, as 
against the Government, from the ime the Gov- 
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ernment acknowledges it; and that of 
would make the party entitled to relief from the 
In cases of claims of a doubt- 
to pay interest 


course 


passage of the act. le 
ful character, by adopting the rule 


yn all, you will necessarily encourage parties to 

ric 4 them back until the memory of the individ- 
uals connected with the transactions has either 
hecome weakened, or the individuals themselves 


have passed away, and you have no means of 
such investigation as you would have had at the 
The rule would therefore 
the holding back of all classes 
which are either of a bad or doubtful 
character, because if the y knows that by a 
@zeneral principle of the Government, he is entitled 
to the interest on his claim if the claim 1s not per- 

tly rieht, if it is which there may be 
abundant evidence to countervail that which went 
to sustain it, it willbe held back. We know that 
allof the claims which come before us 
stained entirely by ea parte evidenc 
» party himself, through 


time of the transaction. 
tend to encourage 
of claims, 


part V 


one in 


oe are 
e, got up | Vv 


affidavits, upon which 


= Government have no power of examination 
or investigation in any way. Under these cir- 
cumstances, is it not evident that parties would 
always hold back claims, in doubtful cases, until 


he knowledge of the transaction was passed from 
the minds of men; until those who could perhaps 
best explain it have passed out of the world; and 
hat then they would bring forward their claims 
to Congress, supported perhaps by affidavits taken 


at the time? or it may be that the claim was 
made but not prosecuted at the time, and suffered 
to lie over ten, fifteen, or twenty years, and of 


course be allowed as havine been claimed at the 
time when the transaction took place. If your 
reneral law is to be that you will pay interest on 
S, Is it not a necessary result that it will con- 
duce to the holding back and delay Ing the prose- 
eution of claims which are of a class that would 
well sustainable? Would it not keep back 
doubtful claims until the memory of the transac- 
tion had passed away, or until the means of in- 
vestigation had become so limited that there would 
uncertainty as to its justness, and yet the 
party might have his ex parte affidavits, a sufficient 
of a claim, as strong as many which 
I have known passed, to jusufy there ‘port of acom- 
mittee and the passage of a bill by the Senate? 

On the whole, though [I should have wished to 
make some additional remarks on this subject, and 
should have wished to look into some quests con- 
nected with this doctrine of interest, | cannot vary 
from the impression which I had when | became 
a member of this body, which has grown up with 
me, as it has with many other men, in the course 
of my profession, that it was the settled principle, 
as well as the policy of Governments, that they 
would not pay interest unless in where 
there was an agreement to doso. I believe this 
rule applies to the Government of Great Britain, 
and also here, with exceptions though, it is true— 
TI admit it to be so—as regards the action of Con- 
gress, the exceptionable cases are so frequent it 
is very often exceedingly difficult to know what 
the ceneral rule is. , 

Mr. MALLORY. I hope, if any Senator upon 
this floor entertains any doubt about the propri- 
ety of paying interest upon liquidated demands 
due by the Government, the ita little time will be 
devoted to inquiry in regard to the subject. I 
feel particularly interested in the question, stand- 
ing here for the State of Florida, because at this 
time there is something like a million of dollars 
due to that State upon a claim of interest upon 
liquidated demands due over twenty years ago, 
Ww Soule payment has been stipulated for by treaty, 
and for the payment of which the faith of this 
Government 1s Ee to a foreign nation in the 
acquirement of large territory. That claim 
rests ou a more solid basis than any other that I 
know of. I, for one, am not dispose d to see this 
question glossed over with partial arguments, 
leaving out of view the highest authority which 
can be referred to. And here I willsay that Iam 
prepared at any time to produce authorities on 
this subject. I am prepared at any time to com- 
bat the idea thrown out, that good faith between 
the Government and individuals does not require 
the payment of interest, and that it depends on 
statutory provisions, I am prepared to show that 
the statutory provisions merely go to show the 
extent of interest—the per cent. at which interest 
shall be paid, the value of money, and that is a 


cianm 
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mot ve 
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eases 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


matter about which nations differ. And I am 
prepared to show that, ever since Christianity has 
ruled the counsels of nations, interest has been 
allowed in payment of damages, if not interest ¢o 
nomine, that is, with the consent of the lender, 
certainly for damage sagainst his conse nt. 

The Senator from Delaware [Mr. Bayarp] ap- 
pealed to law writers upon this subje ct. I appeal 
to the highest law writers on record. I appeal to 
every law writer whose name stands in connec- 
tion with the subject—to Grotius, to Puffendorf, 
to Vattel, to all the historians of England, to our 
own Justices Marshall and Story, to Chancellor 
Kent, and to every other man eminent as a law 
writer, to prove the very fact that interest should 
never be refused on aclaim. I call to the minds 
of Senators the treaty of 1794, and the treaty of 
Ghent. When our Commissioners were negoti- 
ating the first article of the treaty of Ghent, a dis- 
pute arose, Which was referred to the Emperor of 

Russia, W ho decided in this way: That the United 
States of America were entitled to indemnification 
for all the property carrie d off by the British 
forces; and upon the joint C ommission which was 
arré anged to liquid ate ‘this amount, a question was 
made and presented about the interest; and one of 
the American Commissioners has written an ar- 
gument on that subject that is perfectly unanswer- 
able. The authorities which he quotes are unan- 
swerable. And here | will say, that in the Ad- 
mirality courts of England, from time immemorial 
to the present hour, in prize cases the decisions 
have been, that the prize should include the value 
of the P roperty and interest from the time of cap- 
ture. ‘That law has been acted upon in our own 
courts. It has been adjudicated by Justice Story, 
and if authorities are needed, I can find hundreds 
of them. I stand here prepared to show that no 
Christian Government, our own among the num- 
ber, has ever denied the liability of a Government 
to pay interest. The policy of not paying inter- 
est originated, if my memory serves me right, 
with Alexander Hamilton, who, in a desperate 
financial condition of the country, deemed it pru- 
dent tu refuse to pay interest, and the owners of 
claims were very glad to get the principal. Since 
that time it has been merely a rule of the Depart- 
ments. Sir, justice and not expediency should be 
the pillar on which we should stand. The idea 
that if we adopt this principle, claimants will not 
come forward immediately, but will withhold their 
claims, only goes to the expe dliency of the mat- 
ter; it does not apply to the legality of the claim. 
Let the Government throw saferuards around the 
ascertainment of claims. There ought to be a 
Board of Claims. Do not keep the claimants out 
of their money for twenty, thirty, or fifty years, 
and then refuse them interest. I hope, if any 
doubt remains in the minds of Senators about the 
liability of the Government to pay interest, they 
will take time to consider I shall take great 
pleasure at any future day in discussing the ques- 
tion on its merits. 

Mr. UPHAM. I wish to make a few remarks 
for the information of Senators. The petitioner 
prese ‘nted his petition here at the very next ses- 
sion of Congress after the one seventh of his claim 
had been disallowed. -1 think that every case in 
regard to interest must stand on its own merits. 
Itseems to me that if this money is due for ser- 
vices rendered to the Government, and it was un- 
lawfully withheld, the petitioner should be enti- 
tled to interest from the time he presented his 
memorial. 

Mr. HUNTER called for the yeas and nays on 
the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered and taken. 

The PRESIDENT announced—yeas 12, nays 
19—no quorum voting. 

Mr. HALE. That isa quorum of the members 
elected to the Senate. 

The PRESIDENT. I cannot determine that. 

Mr. HALE. ‘There is but one Senator holding 
a seat from Connecticut; one Senator holding a 
seat from California; and but one Senator from 
Mississippi. These are facts known to every 
Senator, and it seems to me that the Presiding 
Officer must take knowledge of them. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is very de- 
sirous that the point raised by the Senator from 
New Hampshire should ! be se ttled, so that he can 
understand if a less number than thirty-two is to 
constitute a quorum. 


Mr. BADGER. [ suppose that if we adjourn 
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now, that question will come up to-mo 
ing. IL think it would be better to settle ed 
there is a full Senate, and not when there js a d 
as to the presence ofa quorum. I therefore, me 
that the Senate adjourn. 

Mr. DAWSON. I hope my friend from N, 
Carolina will withdraw that motion. 

Mr. BADGER. Certainly. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move that when the gs 
adjourn, it be to meet on Monday next. 


TTOW Worm. 


Mr. BADGER. Less than a quorum can 5 
adjourn from day to day. 

The PRESIDENT. That motion cannot 
received, 

Mr. DAWSON. There is a quorum presen: 


Some gentlemen did not vote. 

The PRESIDEN = ° If any Senators Nress 
have not voted, it is very desirable that they sh 
vote. The rule is imperative, that Senators 
ent shall vote unless they are excused. 

Mr. BUTLER. What is the difficulty? 

The PRESIDENT. The question arises y;, 
regard to what constitutes a quorum of the Sepa, 
The vote is twelve to nineteen, which makes thin. 
one. If the whole number of Senators (sixty-.y 
were elected, it woullbiire thirty-two to make» 
quorum. Senators have not been elected by an 
of the States, and the question is, whether they 
to be considered as constituting & portion of 


body? That question is for the Senate to decid 
Mr. BADGER. Certainly not. They are yoy 
members. , 
Mr. BUTLER. I differ from my friend { 


North Carolina. I think the Chair has no rich 
look as to whether a State is represented or not 
The PRESIDENT. That is my opinion, 

Mr. BUTLER. You must take the Coys: 
tion as it is, and the rules of the Senate as} 
are. I know thata quorum IS NOW procural 
that is, we are now In a condition to have a 
rum if we choose to summon all the Senators jy 
Washington. As to those who are absent from 
the city, [ respectfully suggest that the Chair cap- 
not take cognizance of their absence. Whet! 
they are elected or not, depends upon the Sta 
and not upon the Chair. 

Mr. BADGER. It is very true that whether 
they are elected or not, depends on the States and 
not on the Chair; but if they are not elected, t! 
are not certainly members of this body. 

Mr. BUTLER. How are you to know t! 
they are not elected? 

Mr. BADGER. I do not want to go into 
question. I renew the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. DAWSON. I made a motion that whe 
the Senate adjourn, it be to Monday next. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair cannot re 
that motion, while another subject is ke con- 
sideration. 

Mr. DAWSON. I move, then, to postpone the 
further consideration of this subject until to-m 
row. 

Mr. BADGER. That is to postpone the an- 
nouncement of the result. 

Mr. DAWSON. It has been announced that 
no quorum voted. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is entirely 
under the control of the Senate in this matter. 
His own impression is, that it requires thirty-two 
Senators to constitute a quorum. 

Mr. BUTLER. Gisher the pean rules of the 
Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. No doubt of that. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair is satisfied s 
to that point. If called upon to announce the re- 
sult, he would say that no quorum voted. 

Mr. ti ALE. I remember an instance, one or 
two sessions ago, when, after the result was a! 
nounced, the Senate compelled members present, 
who had not voted, to vote in order to make a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly; and nee are 
any members present who have not voted, 
Chair will enforce the rule. 

Mr. HALE. [ think my colleague (Mr. Nor- 
ris] has not voted. His vote would make a qu 
rum. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I suppose if we adjourn 


until to-morrow, we need not then transact much 
business, and we can decide this point on Mond 0 
therefore renew the motion to a 


morning. I 
journ, 

Mr. BADGER. 
Hampshire {[Mr. Norats] will be called. 





I hope the Senator from New 
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PRADBURY. I want this question to be 
yafull Senate. It can be decided on 

standay morning. 

“te BADGER. I hope the Senate will not 

a ourn, for there is, as | understand, a Sen- 


resent who has not voted. 

re motion to adjourn was not agreed to—ayes 
ea not counted. 

BADGER. I hope that the Senator from 
xoy Hampshire (Mr. Norarts] bo now be 
: He has not voted, and is now his seat. 

‘T P RESIDEN r, (to the Sec jem.) Call 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. NOR RIS. I rise to a question of order. 

; and that the vote has = e been declared. 

. rhe ; PRESIDEN’ rr. The Chair did not an- 
ce it as final, but said that there was no quo- 
voting. The Chair thought that thirty-one 
pers did not constitute a quorum, and there- 

esaid that there was no quorum voting; but if 

ire any Senators here who have not voted, 
sre bound to vote when called on to do so. 

Vir, NORRIS. LIshould have voted if I had 

nmy seat when called. Ido not know what 
que stion is. 

Mr. MORTON. 

eoealling of the roll? 

Several SenaATORS. Oh, no. 

BADGER. I should suppose that any 
eman would be willing to relieve the Senate 
| its present difficulty by voting. 

\r. RUSK. I move to postpone the further 
sideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Vr. HALE. Can we do that? 

lhe PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

HALE. We have ascertained that there 
sno quorum present. Can less than a quorum 

nostpone a subje et. 
e PRESIDENT. There is a quorum now 

Mr. BADGER. In strictness I wish to ask 

whether any motion is in order after the com- 

ement of the calling of the roll, except to 
jlete the taking of the vote? whether we can 

e step until we Itave ascertained whether we 

ive or have nota quorum by the polling of Sen- 
tors again if necessary ? and whether a motion 
ran) De made to adjourn now, pending the taking 
fa vote upon this question? I believe a motion 

to adjourn is never in order when 

The PRESIDENT. It is always in order. 

Mr. BADGER. It is always in order except 
when a vote is being taken. 

Mr. HALE. I want to state, for the informa- 
tion of the Senate, what occurred formerly in a 
ise somewhat similar to this. I wason a former 

asion leaving the Senate when the Sergeant-at- 
{rms called me back to vote. I stated that I did 

t know what the question was, and the late 

President (Mr Dallas) explained what it 

was, and [ was compelled to vote. 

The PRESIDENT. Certainly: and that expla- 
nation will now be given if the Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Norris] desires it. It is cer- 

ily in strict conformity with the rule, that when 

a Senator who is present is called on to vote he 

must record his vote. 

BADGER. I hope we shall not undertake 
any process of compulsion upon any member who 
leciines voting. 

The PRESIDENT. With regard to the sueg- 

* gestion of the honorable Senator, the Chair would 

remark, that when the Senator from New H: amp- 

shire [Mr. Norris] came in he constituted a quo- 

m, and therefore the Chair recognized a quorum 

‘s being present, subject to any other motion; and 

the proposition is to postpone the further consider- 
ation of the bill until to-morrow. 

_ Mr. BADGER. The Senator from Michigan 

Mr. Cass] has just come in. I hope his name 

Will be called and that he will vote. 

_ Mr. MORTON. I ask that the name of the 
101 uorable Senator from Louisiana {[Mr. Sovute}] 

ybe called. He did not respond when the roll 
was called, 
The PRESIDENT. 

Is ee 

- BADGER. I hope the name of the hon- 

erable Senator from Michigan will be called. 

Mr. CASS. I have just come in and do not 

know what the question is precisely. 

the PRESIDENT. The question is upon an 

amendment to strike out that portion of the bill in 

‘elation to the payment of interest. 


W ill it be in order to movea 





The vote of the Senator 
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Mr. CASS. I will vote if it is necessary to 
make a quorum. I will vote to strike out, in ac- 
cordance with my uniform principle, that portion 
providing for the payment of interest. 

The name of Mr. Cass was then called by the 
Secretary, and he voted ** Aye.’’ 

Mr. SOULE. I wish my name called again. 

The PRESIDENT, (to the Secretary.) Call 
the Senator from Louisiana. 

Mr. Sovie was then called by the Secretary, 
and voted ** Aye.”’ ; : 

The PRESIDENT. Will the Senator from 
New Hampshire vote? 

Mr. NORRIS. Iam willing to do so. 

The name of Mr. Norris was then called, and 
he voted **A ye.” 

The vote on the amendment then stood as fol- 
lows. 

Y EAS—Messrs. Bayard, Borland, Bradbury, Brodhead, 
Cass, Dawson, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, 
Felch, Hunter, King, Mason, Norris, Soule, Stockton, 
Wade, and Whiteomb—17. 

NAYS —Messrs. Badger, Bell, Butler, Fish, Hale, Hous 
ton, James, McRae, Mallory, Morton, Rusk, Smith, Spru 
ance, Underwood, and Upham—15 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. RUSK. I move to postpone the further 
consideration of the bill until to-morrow, 

The motion was agreed to. 

RECESS. 

Mr. NORRIS. I move that when the Senate 
adjourn to day it be to meet on Monday next. 

‘The motion was agreed to. 

And then, on motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, January 30, 1852. 

The Hfouse met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Burier. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order is 
the unfinished business of yesterd: Ly 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. | rise to a 
privileged question. I merely make the motion 
that it may be entered upon the Journal. Itisa 
motion to reconsider the vote by which bill No. 
143, to regulate and fix the salary of the American 

‘Consul at Amsterdam, was referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The SPEAKER. The motion will be entered. 

The SPEAKER. The unfinished business of 
yesterday, which is the consideration of the mo- 
tion made by the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. 
Smarr, | to lay on the table the adverse re port of 
the Committee of Claims, on the memorial of the 
heirs of Daniel Landon, asking remuneration for 
losses sustained by Indian depredations in the late 
war with Great Britain. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I ask the gentle 
man from Maine [Mr. Smarr] to withdraw the 
motion to lay the report on the table. 

Mr. SMART. I will withdraw it. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I renew the motion. 

Mr. STANTON. The report of the committee 
recommends that the petitioners have leave to 
withdraw the papers. 

Mr. EDGERTON. I can explain this case so 
that the committee will understand it. 

TheSPEAKER. Debate is not in —_ r during 
the pendency of a motion to lie on the table 

1 he question was taken, and the report was laid 
on the tabie. 

Mr. DANIEL. Imovethat the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole House upon 
the Private Calendar. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I would sug- 
gest to the gentleman from North Carolina, to let 
us have reports called for during the usual hour 
for reports. 

Mr. DANIEL. We can proceed to that busi- 
ness to-morrow. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee. I move that the 
rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


Prayer 





itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 


the Union, and take up the special order—the bills 
providing for the assignability ef bounty land 
warrants. 
Mr. DANIEL. 
was for ye sterday. 
The SPEAKER. 
disposed of. 
Mr. DANIEL. 
Mr. HEBARD. 


It is from day to day until 


I hope it will be voted down. 
What is the special order? 


I thought the special order 


The SPEAKER. A bill from the Senate and a 
joint resolution of the House in relation to 
transfer of bounty land warrants. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennesse: If the gentle 
man from North Carolina will withdraw his m: 


tion, I have no objection to wrthdraw mine. unt! 


the reports of committees are called for during the 
morning hour. 
Mr. DANIEL. As that seems to be the wish 


of gentlemen around me, I will accordingly with 
draw my motion. 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WILCOX, from the Committee on Mili- 


tary Atfairs, reported a bill to provide for the pay 
ment of the companies of Captains B ish, P e,* 
and Suarez, for military services in Florida: which 
was read a first and second time by Its tile, re 
ferred to a Committee of the Whole House, made 
the order of the day for to-morrow, and, with the 


report accompanying, ordered to be printe 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, from the Con 
mittee on Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the re 
lef ef Dr. S. R. Addison, passed assistan 
geon in the United States Navy; which was read 
a first and second time by its title, referred to a 
Committee of the Whole House, made the order 
of the day for to-morrow, and, with the repo 


accompanying, ordered to be printed 

Mr.ST AN’ TON, »f Tennessee l im mst icted 
by the Committee on Naval Affairs, to offer t 
resolution which | send to the desk: and upon it! 


wish to make a single remark 
The resolution was then read, as follows 


Resolved That the Committee on Naval Affairs be an 


thorized to employ a clerk at the usual compensa } 
Mr. S. resumed. I wish to say a single wor 

I know that these resolutions have not been \ 
eived with much favor by the House L‘y 

assure the House that this resolution would n 

have been offered, under the circumstances, by th: 


Naval Committee, if they did-not feel it to be ab 
solutely necessary that this favor should be erantes 
by the House. Wehaveabout one hundred cass 

of private memorials before the committee, besides 
all those important questions which associate them 
selves with the public interests, as connected wit) 
the naval service: and I say it is almost impossi! 


ble for the committee to perform their duties pro 


erly without the assistance of a clerk some re 
tlemen suppose—and I have heard the re rk 
made in private conversation about the House 


that these resolutions were offered for the purpose 
of giving favor to individuals, or giving the 
to some favorite. I assure gentlemen that such is 
not the object of this resolution; but itis simply fi 
the purpose which it purports to carry out 
enable- 

Mr. SWEETSER. I desire to suggest to the 


rentleman from Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,) that 


he append amendment to h resolution, and 
include a clerk for the Post Office Committee i 
opposed the resolution of my collearue, [M) 


Ops, | yesterday, under a misapprehension é 


the necessity for that clerk. Sinee votu u 
yesterday, I have learned that there is an absolute 
necessity for a clerk for that committee, and I 
tend to change my vote in reference to both of 
these committees. If the gentleman will acce; 
mv amendment, I will vote for it. 

‘Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I presu 
the gentleman knows that [I cannot acces 
amendment, as this is a resolution offered un 
instruction, by the Committee on Naval A ffai: 

Mr. SWEETSER. I will move, 
that a clerk for the Post Office Committee be i: 
cluded in that resolution. 

Mr. STANTON. If the Speaker considers 
that germane, [ have not the slightest « mage tion, 
The SPEAKER. Itisa 

Mr. STANTON. 
remark I have to make in regard to this matte 
and that is this: If any gentleman in this House 


has any doubt about the necessity of this clerk. 


thereiore, 


kindred sul ject 
There Is only one Sasther 


to assist the Naval Committee in performing 
public duties. J have only to say, that I have t 

employ other persons to do my own private Wri- 
ting for me, that | may give my attetition to 
vublic business; and I should think, in perfor 


ing my duties for the public, it will be hardly un- 
reasonable for me to ask for a clerk for the Nava! 


Committee, when one is indispensable to the pub 


1 will not ask the previous question, 
after having made these remarks 


lic service 
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Mr. MASON. I have no disposition to thwart 
the views of gentlumen upon these committees to 
obtain aid in performing their appropriate duties. || 
I have no doubt, from what | understand from the 
chairman of the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, that he has need sometimes of aclerk. 
I have no doubt, from the representations of the 
chairman of the Military Committee, the Naval 
Committee, and other committees, that they have 
at times use for aclerk. I have but little doubt 
that there are a number of clerks in the employ- 
ment of the House now, paid out of the contin- 
gent fund, who have plenty of time, to give the 
assistance required by all these committees, if 
will look at the law allowing clerks, and 
other officers of the House, as | undertand it, you 
will find that there are eight clerks and three mes- 
sengers allowed by that law. If you look over 
the list of those who come to our committee—the 
Committee on Accounts—for pay every month, 
you will find that there are forty clerks who come 
for pay; and the balance, except these eight, are 
paid out of the contingent fund of the House, as 
they are clerks whose offices are not created by 
I would suggest that the whole subject be 
referred standing committee of the 
Hiouse, or a select committee, for the purpose of 
what necessary—legalizing the 
whole by an act of Congress, and thus to prevent 
the numerous applications, and the making of 
clerkships, which are daily made to give places 
to individuals. I take it for granted they are all 
but the contingent fund of this House is 
increasing enormously, not only in the addition 
of officers of the House, but in other respects, 
The country will look to those who are in power 
here to reoulate this matter, and to introduce 
more economy.. I do not make any charges 
against any particular individual, or against offi- 
cers of this House, in respect to the increase of 
There are a number of clerks here 
for making land maps. I understand that there 
are some thirteen or fourteen employed upon that 
work, by order of the House. There are about 
asm my more upon the index for private claims, 
making thus some thirty-seven or thirty-eight. 
All these, by resolution of the House, are paid 
out of the contingent fund. In addition to these, 
there are clerks employed by several of the com- 
rittees, and here are applications for several 

1 understand from the clerk, who has had 
ch of this land map business, now in the 
Pension Office, (Mr. Wilson,) that these maps are 
of utility; but the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office himself thinks they are of 
no earthly use. There is a difference of opinion 
bout them. The Commissioner told me _ this 
morning that, after the maps were made, it was 
only necessary to keep one clerk there, for the 
purpose of marking out the land as it was sold, 
which shows the whole land belonging to the 
Government unsold. The clerk blots over that 
which has been sold with a red pen. I asked Mr. 
Butterfield when these maps would be finished; 
id he said when the last quarter section was 
sold. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. Will my friend 
allow me to suggest, that the Committee on Naval 
Aifairs would be willing to take one of these clerks? 

Mr. MASON. Some think they are useful, and 
not. IT have not examined the subject to 
know whether they are useless. I suggest that it 
would be better to refer the matter to a standing 
or select committee, to examine into the whole 
subject, and inquire into the duties and business 
of these different clerks and apportion their labors 
justly. There is great complaint that their labors 
are apportioned unjustly. Some men get $900 a 
year and work pretty hard, while other men who 
work only an hour or two in the day, get the same 
identical pay. Whether those who work hard get 
too little, or those who do not work at all get too 
much, is a matter for the committee to inquire into. 
{I move that the whole subject be referred to a 
select committee, with the express wish that I shall 
not be put upon it. 

Mr. ORR. I hope the motion of the gentleman 
from Kentucky will be modified, so as to refer this 
matter to the Committee on Accounts, of which 
he is chairman, He knows more about it than | 
any other member of this House, and will, I doubt | 
not, be able to give the House more satisfaction | 
than any select committee which can be raised, | 
would do, 


you 





law. 
to some 


ascertaining is 


usé ful: 


these clerks. 


more. 


| . 
irge 


some 


n 
a 


BOMmeE 


Mr. MASON. 
not be made. 

Mr. ORR. I move to refer the matter to the 
Committee on Accounts. 

Mr. TUCK. I hope this resolution will not be 
referred at all. There are certain things which, in 
the progress of legislation, it is necessary to sub- 
mit to the regulation of the committees of this 
House; and if there is one question which, beyond 
all others, every committee should be competent to 
decide for themse! it is whether they require a 


I hope that modification will 


ives, 


! ) 
|; Chern, 


Now, shall we, when the chairman of such an 
important committee as that upon Naval Affairs, 
comes here at the unanimous request of his com- 
mittee and asks for a clerk, hesitate to give one to 
them—especially when that request is backed by 
the statement which has been made that the chair- 
man is compelled to employ a elerk, at his own 


| expense, to attend to his own business, in order 
| to give him the time which it is absolutely neces- 


sary for him to bestow upon the duties of his posi- 
tion? Thisis being ‘* penny wise and pound fool- 
ish.”’ Itis wasting the valuable time of this House 


| to discuss such trifling matters. 


| has that to do with this subject? 


1 am surprised, when a request is made for the 
employment of a clerk, and it is shown thata clerk 
is needed, that the gentleman from Kentucky 
should rise and say that there are several clerks 
in the offices who have nothing to do. What 
Introduce a 
resolution to dispense with those supernumerary | 
clerks, and I will vote for it; but that has nothing 
to do with the question now before us. It is ne- 
cessary that this committee should havea clerk, 
and I hope that the House will not refuse to allow 
them one. 

And now, having made these few rgmarks, I | 


| dislike to call for the previous question; but at the 


| son, Dockery, Duncan, Dunham, Eastinan, Evans, Faulk- 








| Seurry, David L. Seymour, Origen 8. 


| request of many gentlemen around me, I demand 


it. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved to Jay the 
resolution upon the table. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, called for the 
yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

The question was then put, and it was decided 
in the negative—yeas 72, nays 84; as follows: 


Y EAS—Messrs. Charles Allen, Willis Allen, John Ap- 
pleton, Averett, Babcock, Beale, Bragg, Albert G. Brown, 
George H. Brown, Buell, Chastain, Curtis, Daniel, Daw- 


ner, Fieklin, Gorman, Hall, Harper, Isham G. Harris, 
Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hebard, Hendricks, Holladay, 
Houston, Thomas Y. How, Hunter, Jackson, Andrew 
Johnson, Daniel T. Jones, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Preston King, Kuhns, Letcher, Mace, Humphrey | 
Marshall, Martin, McDonald, MeMullin, Miller,. Millson, 
Miner, Molony, Nabers, Outlaw, Samuel W. Parker, Peas- | 
lee, John Phelps, Russell, Sackett, Schermerhorn, Smith, 
Stanly, Benjamin Stanton, Alexander H. Stephens, Stroth- 
er, Sutherland, George W. Thompson, Venable, Wallace, 
Watkins, Addison White, Wilcox, and Yates—72. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Andrews, William Appleton, 


| Thos. H. Bayly. Bartlett, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowie, Bowne, 


Brenton, Briggs, Busby, E. Carrington Cabell, Caldwell, | 
Lewis D. Campbell, Thompson Campbell, Cartter, Caskie, 
Chandler, Churchwell, Clark, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, 


| Cottman, Disney, Doty, Durkee, Edgerton, Fitch, Flor- 


ence, Fowler, Freeman, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gay- 
lord, Giddings, Goodenow, Green, Grey, Grow, Sampson | 
W. Harris, Howard, John W. Howe, John Johnson, Rob- 
ert W. Johnson, George G. King, Lockhart, Mann, Mason, 
MeNair, Meade, Henry D. Moore, Morrison, Newton, Olds, 


| Orr, Andrew Parker, Penniman, Powell, Price, Riddle, 


Robbins, Robinson, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scudder, 
Seymour, Skelton,@ 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abraham P. 
Stevens, Stratton, Stuart, Sweetser, Thurston, Townshend, 
Tuck, Walbridge, Walsh, Welch, and Williams—&4, 


So the House refused to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 
The question recurred on seconding the demand 


| for the previous question. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. I wish to | 
offer another amendment, if it be in order. 
The SPEAKER. It is not in order to offer an 
amendment pending the call for the previous 

question. 


Mr. STANLY. 


J ask the gentleman from New 


| Hampshire to withdraw the call for the previous | 


question. 
Mr. TUCK. Will you renew it? 
Mr. STANLY. 
Mr. TUCK. Then I withdraw the demand for | 
the previons question. 
Mr. COBB, (Mr. Sranty yielding the floor.) | 
The resolution contemplates that two committees 
shall be allowed one clerk each. Now, I have 
consulted with the honorable gentlemen who pre- | 
side over those committees, and I am satisfied | 
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that they ask for nothing that they do not 


need, and that their object is to economize 1 
are willing that the resolution shal! be toal me 
as to authorize the employment of o ery 


; he clerk ¢ 
both committees, and | hope that amendment r 
" af 


be proposed by the gentleman from 
lina. 

Mr. STANLY. I approve of the 
suggested by the gentleman from A] 
also wish to add a proviso respecting the , 
for which this clerk shall be employed. 

The SPEAKER stated the question 
the amendment of the gentleman from 
Sweerser]} to the resolution 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ORR. 1 desire to inquire of the Chi. 
the gentleman from Kentucky did not diate 
motion to refer the resolution, which wil be ts 
in order? - 

The SPEAKER. That is true. The wens 
man from Kentucky submitted a motion to soi 
the resolution to a select committee, wit jnsiry, 
tions, and the gentleman from South (; ra 
moved that it be referred to the Committee on A, 
counts with the same instructions. an 

Mr. ORR. The gentleman from Kentucky ap. 
cepted my amendment. at 

The CrerK then read the motion as modi 
it is as follows: ¥ 

That the resolution from the Committee on No. 
val Affairs be referred to the Committee on Ac. 
counts, with instructions to inquire into the puy). 
ber of clerks already employed in the seryjeo of 
this House, and whether the number may jos |x 
reduced without detriment to the public sery 
and that they have leave to report by bill or other. 
wise. 

Mr. STANLY. I have no objection to that 
motion, and hope the House will agree to it, ayq 
then adopt an amendment which I want to offer. 
and which I suppose would not now be in or 


. Ww 
North Cary. 


amendmen; 


abs : 
ama, ind | 


ints 


0 he« 
Ohio Mr 
reported from 1), 


4. 
f 


é 


| The amendment I wish to see adopted is this: the: 


| them one. 


the Committee on Naval Affairs be authorized i» 
employ a clerk for three or four months, as they 
may deem expedient and proper. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I will say: 
the gentleman before he goes further, that | wouk 
be perfectly satisfied with that amendment, and! 
have no doubt that the other members of the eom- 
mittee would be satisfied with it. All we desir: 
is to be able to get our work done. 

Mr. STANLY. LI have no objection to allow- 
ing any committee of this House a clerk to assist 
them in preparing their bills; but if we were to 
aliow them one without limiting the time, | know 
that he would be retained during the whole session, 
even if we were to sit nine or ten months, as we 
did at the last long session. There is nota cou- 
mittee of this House that does not stand in need 
of a clerk, if gentlemen consult their own comiort 
and ease. The Committees of Claims, on Pri- 
vate Land Claims, on the Judiciary, all need 
clerks, and the Committee on Commerce are now 
wanting one and importuning the House to allow 
We shall have to authorize every cou 
mittee to employ aclerk if they think it necessary, 
and then what shall we see? Gentlemen wait 
clerks who have a large mass of private business 
to attend to, like the chairman of the Commitiee 
on Naval Affairs, who says he has been obliged to 
pay out of his own pocket for a clerk to attend to his 
private business. There are fifty or sixty gentle-* 
men in the House who are in the same situation. 


| There is not a man in the House who does not 
| have occasionally to employ an assistant. ow, 


I will. | 


I am against this wliole business. If this thing 
goes on, eight or ten committees will have clerks 
fastened upon them, and we shall have established 
the precedent that the committees of this House 
are hereafter to employ clerks. It is not the Dem- 
ocratic party alone; we are all men of like pas- 
sions and feelings, and when we get into power 
we shall want to have clerks also. When a piace 
cannot be found for a favorite elsewhere, it will be 
easy to make one for him here. ee are 
expected even now by gentlemen outside of this 
House. I think it necessary to put a stop to tus 
thing at once. If the committee say that It is be 
cessary for them to have a’clerk to enable them \ 
get on with their business, allow them to employ 
one, but limit the time during which he shall be 
employed. Do not allow them to employ 4 clerk 
in odetiees documents for them. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, (Mr. Strait 
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